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Abstract

Introduction: The present study was a kind of exploratory mix designs (qualitative and quantitative) that
aimed to design and validate the cognitive empowerment model of faculty members in blended learning
environments. Statistical population of this qualitative research comprised all faculty members of Payame
Noor Universities of Isfahan in 2017-2018 and 15 people were selected using snowball sampling method.
Methods: The components of cognitive empowerment were identified by documentary and central coding
method and they were prioritized using the Friedman test. Then, after designing the model, this model was
validated formally and content by experts in two phases. Reliability of the questionnaire was also evaluated
using SPSS.20 software.

Results: The analysis of data has been done by the Multiple Regression and Pearson Correlation
Coefficient method. The results indicated that there is relationship between the rate of use virtual social
networks with the enthusiasm and academic engagement of students. (P < 0.01) There is a positive and
meaningful relationship between the rate of virtual social networks and the components of academic
engagement (cognitive, behavioral and motivational engagement). (P < 0.01) There is a positive and
meaningful relationship between the rate of use virtual social networks and components of the academic
enthusiasm (cognitive, emotional and behavioral enthusiasm) (P < 0.01) as well.

Conclusions: Cognitive empowerment, S indicators including career development, research knowledge,
management, learning and teaching methods, job enrichment and 26 components were identified. The
components of participation in activities, activities in a workshop with small groups, self-efficacy and
independence had the highest priority and the components of curriculum planning, research skills and
decision making had the least priority. The model was composed of management components, research
knowledge, learning and teaching methods, professional development and job enrichment. The validity of
the model was confirmed on the basis of the Kendall's Coefficient of Concordance and agreement rate of

the experts and its retest reliability was reported at 0.754.

* Corresponding author: Azam Bakhtyari, PhD Student of Planning Distance Education, Department of Educational
Science, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: Pnu.bakhtyari@gmail.com
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