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(v) There is, however, no definition of the singular in any respect whatsoever,
even though the composite has some definition. This is because definition is
composed of descriptive names that necessarily do not refer to anything
specific. For, if it were : [such a] reference, it would be sheer naming or some
other indication by way of motion - a pointing at and the like- and would not
include making the unknown known through description.

() Since every name confined to the definition of a singular thing indicates a
description and [since ]description has the possibility of being applicable to
many, composition not removing this possibility from it, then [ it follows
that), if A is a universal meaning and B, [also]a universal meaning, is added to
it, it is possible that there would be some specification. But, if [ this is] the
specification of a universal by a universal, then that which is A and B would
remain a universal, having the possibility of sharing [ a common
characteristic with others]. An example of this is if you define this [ Person
as] Socrates, saying, "He is the philosopher," there is a sharing [ with others].
If you say, "He is the religious philosopher," ther is also a sharing [ with
others]. If you say, "He is the religious philosopher unjustly put to death,"
ther is also a sharing [ with others]. If you say, He is the son of so-and-so,"
this [ description] also has the possibility of being shared [ by others];
moreover, [ the latter]would be an individual whose defining would be as the
defining [ of Socrates]. If that individual is then known by direct reference or
by an agnomen, then the matter reverts to direct reference and an agnome
and ceases to be [identification] through definition. If one adds [to this]and
says, "He is the one put to death in such a city on such a day," this
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description, despite its individuation by an artifice, [remains]a universal that
can be said of many, unless attributed to an individual.

(a) If that to which it is attributed is an individual among a group of
individuals [belonging to] some species, there is no access to knowing it
except through direct observation, and the mind will arrive at knowledge of
it only through sensation . . . It is thus clear that there is no true definition of
the singular. It is only known through a proper name, a direct reference, or a
relation to something known through a proper name or a direct reference.
(Avicenna. The Metaphysics of the Healing; A Parallel English-Arabic Text, Translated,
Introduced, and Annotated by Michael E. Marmura, Brigham Young Ulniversity, Y++o,
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