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Bexter and Armstrong: Two Approachesin
M etaphysics and the Possibility of Interaction

S.M. Hassan Ayatollahzade Shirazi

Abstract

This paper investigates and elaborates the way Armstrong has
concerned himself with Baxter’s metaphysics. For Armstrong, the
truthmakers for necessary truths are partial identities. He believes that
Baxter’s partial identity between universals and particulars is perfectly
matched with this idea where they can jointly make some necessary
propositions about the instantiation of universal in particulars, true. To
me, this is flawed at least for two reasons. First, particulars and
universals, as explained in Armstrong’s metaphysics, have no parts,
and thus they do not constitute any partial identity. Second, partial
identity in Baxterian sense can be only understood if cross-count
identity has already been established. But this latter concept has no
place in Armstrong’s metaphysics.

Keywords: Partial identity, Metaphysics, Baxter, Armstrong

* Assistant Professor, Shahid Beheshti University.
Email Address: shshirazi_2000@yahoo.com

Knowledge, No.76/1 — Spring and Summer 2017



