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Extended Abstract

The main purpose of this research is first to provide a sort of forces and social groups’
categorization in the Balochistan community and, in the following, discourses that
can be deduced from the activities of these groups. The present research is
fundamentally, within the framework of a kind of historical-genealogical
methodology. Findings show that especially in the last century and among social
groups in political and social discourses of Balochistan, the most influential ones
included: 1) Commanders, khans and the traditional aristocracy; 2) Ethnic nationalist
and national elites; 3) clerics, Molavies and religious activists; 4) intellectuals and
modernist civil activists. [t seems that each of these groups act in a special thinking
context and space; this issue is discussed in the present article, following the
presentation of four discourses: 1) Self-centered and ethnocentric discourses; 2)
nationalist discourses; 3) socio-political religious-oriented discourses; 4) Reformative
socio-political discourses.
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INTRODUCTION

Investigating the arrangement of social forces and the various thought processes
that develop a specific identity of own in each ethnic community, confirms this fact
that ethnicity in general and ethnic identity in particular, is a social phenomenon
that can be a controversial area, essentially discursive. The present study is based on
such an understanding and with the necessity of understanding the variety of
thoughts that have existed in relation to the issue of ethnicity and ethnic identity in
Balochistan of Iran, especially in contemporary times.

PURPOSE

The main purpose of this research is first to provide a sort of forces and social
groups’ categorization in the Balochistan community and, in the following,
discourses that can be deduced from the activities of these groups. In this respect, of
course, it should be noted that the mentioned groups and discourses are
phenomena and events in which internally, have the disparity and diversity which
should be considered, so according to the limitations of this form of writing in one
hand and the limited real knowledge of the social and political environment of Iran
Balochistan, on the other hand, It has been tried here to present a macro and brief
"typical typology" to begin study in this context.

METHODOLOGY

The present research is fundamentally, within the framework of a kind of historical-
genealogical methodology. In this paper, moving from mentioned methodology, we
seek to identify and understand discourses by investigating the history of the people
of the studied area, that the Balochi identity has been constructed in the struggle
between them, and continue to exist as a continuous process. In this methodology,
in addition to analyze and describe the form, structure and content of the
discourses, it is aimed to describe the existing conditions or conditions of creating
them and understanding their field of application or dissemination. In particular,
what is presented is an attempt to offer historical and so-called "in time" narrative
and an analysis that has been gathered by the library method and referring to
existing and related documents and works. On the other hand, the role of lived
experience and long-term field meditations in research area cannot be considered
without effect.

RESULT

Findings show that especially in the last century and among social groups in
political and social discourses of Balochistan, the most influential ones included: 1)
Commanders, khans and the traditional aristocracy; 2) Ethnic nationalist and
national elites; 3) clerics, Molavies and religious activists; 4) intellectuals and
modernist civil activists. It seems that each of these groups act in a special thinking



context and space; this issue is discussed in the present article, following the
presentation of four discourses: 1) Self-centered and ethnocentric discourses; 2)
nationalist discourses; 3) socio-political religious-oriented discourses; 4)
Reformative socio-political discourses.

Historically, the first discourse collection has been preceded others, and its roots
have to be traced back to the pre-modern life style of the Baloch people. The
understanding foundations of this collection were particularly influenced by the
inclusive power of traditional elite of sovereignty in the studied area, namely, the
Balochi khans and commanders. Nevertheless, due to the inevitable social-cultural
changes in this area, there has been a rise and fall in that area and it is seem that its
nodal points have been replaced. Meanwhile, what is important is that its form and
state have remained constant, emphasizing the superior need for ahegemonic minority
to dominate the majority of Baloch peoples organized in the form of tribal groups.

However, nationalist ideas in Balochistan, although emerged based on specific
circumstances and certain historical events, could not succeed in publicizing and
bringing together the Baloch people, while at the same time witnessing the spread of
the socio-political centered discourses in the studied area which is formed by
religious orientation. The prominent of religious organization, of course, was also a
function of the outsider political conditions and requirements, as well as because of
the transformation in the socio-cultural structure of the country after the Islamic
Revolution. Meanwhile from the various forms of religious-centered discourses in
this region, that discourse gets important that by observing the inevitable changes at
various levels of the studied society, promoting its position by the rationalized
appetite and by creating and spreading symbolic signs tries to take over the
authority of this society in its various layers.

Cultural and thought transformation, by facing to the new thoughts, attitudes
and values, are inherent in today's societies, whose members constantly review
them and their individual or collective livings or state in the light of new necessities.
Accordingly, nowadays in Balochistan, Iran, one can also speak of a kind of
discourse reformative flow that, in spite of promotion of the Balochi cultural
symbols to symbolic signs in different areas of everyday life, emphasizes on the
components of the localized world, which ultimately, it allows a kind of social
solidarity based on social tolerance in this culturally diverse area.

CONCLUSION

The existence of many contradictions, especially in today's societies, which arises
from a set of structural gaps in them, confirms that social dynamics is the key for
the life of every society. The prominence of these gaps and contradictions, on the
other hand, reflects the various frameworks of thought that exist in the public area
of that society. Balochistan of Iran is no exception to this, as there have been many
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discourses especially over the past one hundred years there. In fact, Balochistan
social domain, during the mentioned period can be seen as the scene of the
confrontation between discourses, which each one has a variety of emphases and
feature highlights and sought to build a body of social realms in this area. However,
it should be noted that the periodic prominence of a discourse never meant the
decline of other discourses. Especially, today, political and social status and domain
of Balochistan is the scene for the confrontation of all the trends and discourses
described. Today, Balochistan's human identity is practically built and created by a
serious conflict among different competitive discourses.

NOVELTY

The lack of comprehensive social and cultural research in relation to Balochistan is
an undeniable fact. In this condition, all the writers of this research tried not just to
draw the image close to the reality of historical and current trends prevailing in the
social status of Balochistan, but also to facilitate the understanding of the process
and the backgrounds of forming an "identity problem" for Baloch in its entirety and
to a certain extent. In fact, type typology or macro-typology followed in this paper
will provide analytical tools for better understanding of reality and for the
presentation of a process -based analysis.
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