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Structural analysis of Persian romance
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Abstract

Among the literary texts of Persian, there are ten poems called Vis and Ramin by
Fakhruddin Ass'ad Gurgani; Khosrow and Shirin, Haft paykar, Sharafnameh and
Eghbalnameh by Nezami Ganjavi; Gol and Nowrooz, Homay and Homayoun
Khwaju Kermani; Jamshid and Khorshid by Salman Savoji; Bahram and Golandam
by Amin al-Din Safi and Homayname which has features of the literary type of
romance. In this paper, based on the model of Claude Lévi-Strauss structuralism, we
extracted the minima of the narrative of Persian verse romances and studied their
structure.

In the narrative structure of Persian verse romances, the common minima have
always been repeated. The first step for understanding deep-structure the stories is to
explain the structure of their narrative. Based on the existence of dual oppositions in
the structure of these romances, the main elements of the structure of stories can be
extracted. These elements are Mytheme that stories structure based on them. From
the stroke of the stories mentioned above, six narrative minima can be extracted: 1)
The hero sees science and martial arts. 2) The hero, loves a beautiful girl. 3) The hero
travels to gain the demands. 4) The hero for gaining demands, tests or quests. 5) The
hero receives a reward. 6) The hero returns to his homeland. As Strauss extracted the
Mythemes on a sentence scale, these elements are also in the form of a sentence,
which can generally be summarized in single words; the elements of "education,
love, travel, test, reward, return."

According to the aforementioned minerals, the main structure of the Persian verse
romances is based on the initiation or the achievement of the championship.
Initiation and traditions of encouragement and passing on a series of ceremonies and
rituals and oral education, the purpose of which is to create a fundamental and
decisive transformation in the religious and social status of a person who is
mysterious, overlooked or strangled. In Persian verse romances, the hero with a
motive that is generally sought after by a beloved goes away from home and takes a
long journey with all kinds of hardships; Tests are difficult to survive and eventually
return home with victory over enemies and obtaining desires. These propositions are
the structural elements that illuminate the original structure of the romances based on

* Ph. D. Student of Persian Languages and Literature, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
**Associate Professor of Persian Languages and Literature, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
aa.ahmadi@Itr.ui.ac.ir.

*** Professor of Persian Languages and Literature, Kurdistan University, Kurdistan, Iran

Received: 21/09/2017 Accepted: 19/06/2018

2883

his work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License



18 Literary Arts, 10t Year, No. 25, Winter 2018-2019

the pattern of pagan rituals. In this template, the hero goes away from the
community, while at the same time differs from his previous state of affairs, in order
to achieve perfection and change his religious and social status. The findings of this
research show that the use of an initiation structure in the narration of Persian verse
romances is due to the importance of extra-family marriages in deep-structure these
stories.

Keywords: Verse romances, Structuralism, Initiation, Narrative minima, Deep-
structure
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