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Extended Abstract

The Quest for Meaning and the Basis of Dialogue in P4C: An
Attempt to Develop a Theory of Dialogic Teaching and Learning

Morteza Khosronejad' Soudabeh Shokrollahzadeh'

Introduction

From the outset, P4C’s dialogical foundations were rested upon Socrates method as
well as Vygotsky’s developmental concepts of internalization and zone of proximal
development. However, there are new rounds of philosophical and psychological
critiques, embraced also by the PAC program, interrogating both Socrates dialogical
method and Vygotsky’s aforementioned concepts. That is why some scholars of P4C
suggest Bakhtinian dialogue as the last alternative for dialogical foundations of P4C.

Method

As far as the method is concerned, this investigation uses the speculative essay as
suggested by William. H. Schubert (1991). In a philosophical essay, the essayist wonders,
ponders, questions, theorizes, speculates, philosophizes and projects the imagination in
an attempt to combine and modify preexisting ideas in a special way. This speculative
attitude of philosophical essay makes it also a speculative essay. (Izuegbu, 2011: p 25).
Schubert (1991) believes essay is a record of the author speculating and theorizing... one
must remember that the essay is a portrayal of the author’s way of reflecting. It is, thus a
form of philosophical inquiry put in to writing. (pp 65-66).

Discussion and conclusions

After raising criticisms to Socrates, Vygotsky and Bakhtin’s approaches to dialogue,
we explored an alternative avenue for the dialogical foundations of community of
philosophical inquiry (CPI) drawing on decentration theory that can also provide a point
of departure for developing a dialogical theory of teaching and learning. In light of this
theory, dialogue has two characteristics: firstly, one can consider monologue and dialogue
as existing on a continuum, at any point of which, an event fused with “monologue and
dialogue” is passing through. And secondly, identical to monologue and dialogue,
dialectics and dialogue are relatively fused at any point. Therefore, what happens in a
community of learning is a vacillation between different points of view, that traverse
along the same path of vacillation between centration and decentration. Furthermore, this
theory holds promise for reconsidering shortcomings of Vygotsky’s internalization and
zone of proximal development as psychological foundations of dialogue in CPI. As such,
regarding decentration theory, concepts of “making one’s own” and “zone of proximal
dialogue” are superseded by those of vygotsky’s. The most challenging problem with
Vygotsky’s concept of internalization is abolition of decentration in the process of
vacillation between centration and decentration. Dominance of parents and teachers’
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voice as the first voice over the second voice, namely that of the child, student or trainee
is the target of some criticisms Vygotsky’s ZPD faces today.

Keywords: Bakhtin, Socrates, Philosophy for children, fluctuations between
centration and decentration, dialogic teaching and learning
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