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The question of revitalizing rural and peripheral regions through the promotion of entrepreneurship in
agriculture has attracted considerable attention. The main purpose of this descriptive—correlative re-
search is to analyze individual and social effects on the development of rural entrepreneurship with an
emphasis on the agriculture sector. The population of the study consisted of the landowners in Kamfiruz
district (N = 3106). According to the table devised by Bartlett et al., a sample of 197 was selected using
the stratified random sampling technique. A questionnaire was used to collect the data. The content
validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by a panel of experts. The construct validity and the compos-
ite reliability of the research instrument were tested by estimating the measurement model, and they
became satisfactory after necessary corrections were made. The data were analyzed using SPSSwin22

:ﬁe&'@\‘;‘i’gﬁiﬁ'and and AMOS21 soft ware programs. The results showed that the main hypotheses of the research were

éﬂi:'?elpffecrt\g[fr'— co.nﬁrmed,.and five construct.s of indiyidual and so.ciallfactors (i.e. soci'?\licapital, éub.j(.ective norms, per-

ship, Agriculture, i ceived family support, self-efficacy belief, and local institutes) had a positive and significant effect on the

Structural equation ¢ dependent variable. The constructs totally explained about 54 percent of the variances of the develop-

mgccrlﬁl,['ng' Kamfiruz —: ment of rural entrepreneurship with an emphasis on agriculture in Kamfiruz district. Finally, some recom-
mendations were made based on the research findings.

Extended Abstract cation, lack of an entrepreneurship perspective, and the

like. As a result, rural areas suffer from multiple strategic

1. Introduction challenges such as poverty, hidden unemployment, envi-

ronmental degradation, and the persistence of inequality

owadays, a great many rural areas in the distribution of opportunities and resources between

throughout the world, particularly in urban and rural areas, all of which explains why a major-

developing countries, are beset by the ity of villagers are dissatisfied with the living conditions

problems caused by economic reces- and the economic environment of their villages. In order

sion, stagnation or downturn. Some to overcome the mentioned challenges that rural societies

reasons for this are shortcomings in economic diversifi- face, the entrepreneurial approach to rural developments

P S PP PRI -

* Corresponding Author:

Mehdi Rahmanian Koshkaki, Ph,D.

Address: Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Branch,Tehran, Iran.
Tel: +98 (917) 7923731

E-mail: rahmanian.mahdi@gmail.com



http://jrur.ut.ac.ir/article_67609.html
http://jrur.ut.ac.ir/article_67609.html

Summer 2018. Vol 9. Num 2

has been offered as one of the key strategies to be consid-
ered by policy makers in recent decades. From the per-
spective of most experts, this strategy is presented as an
engine of rural economic growth and development, and
it has been considered as an effective factor in evolving
and making the rural economy more dynamic. Therefore,
in recent years, the topic of reclamation and activation of
rural areas through promotion and development of entre-
preneurship has attracted a lot of attention. In fact, many
rural development agencies consider entrepreneurship as
a development strategy. In this case, the diversification of
rural economic activities based on the potentials, oppor-
tunities and capacities in rural regions can boost the eco-
nomic development of villages. Processing and comple-
mentary industries in the agriculture sector in the form of
small and medium-sized companies can be regarded as a
necessity and driving force that serves to strengthen entre-
preneurial development in rural areas. However, surveys
in Marvdasht county, Fars province, show that, despite
good production facilities in the agriculture sector there
(including Kamfiruz district) and the surplus existence
of desirable crops, some products in Kamfiruz district as
well as processing and complementary industries in the
study area have not been prosperous enough, and those
units have failed to develop in terms of scale, output and
employment rate over the past few years. The question of
revitalizing rural and peripheral regions through promot-
ing entrepreneurship in agriculture has attracted consid-
erable attention. In this regard, the main purpose of this
descriptive—correlative research is to analyze individual
and social effects on the development of rural entrepre-
neurship with an emphasis on agriculture.

2. Methodology

This study is non-experimental in terms of controlling
variables, an applied research in terms of purpose, and
descriptive-correlative in terms of method. It was carried
out as a survey. The population of the study consisted of
the landowners in Kamfiruz district (N = 3106). Accord-
ing to the table devised by Bartlett et al., a sample of 197
was selected using the stratified random sampling tech-
nique. A questionnaire was used to collect the data. The
content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by a
panel of experts. The construct validity and the composite
reliability of the research instrument were tested by esti-
mating the measurement model, and they became satis-
factory after necessary corrections were made. The data
were analyzed using SPSSwin22 and AMOS21 soft ware
programs.
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3. Results

According to the results, the main hypotheses of the re-
search were confirmed, and five constructs of individual
and social factors had a positive and significant effect on
the dependent variable. The constructs totally explained
about 54 percent of the variances in the development of
rural entrepreneurship with an emphasis on agriculture in
Kamfiruz district. In other words, the results of the study
showed a significant positive correlation between the in-
dividual and social structures (i.e. social capital, subjec-
tive norms, perceived family support, self-efficacy and an
emphasis on local institutions) affecting the rural entre-
preneurship development with an emphasis on agricul-
ture. In the meantime, the effectiveness of each individual
and social structure was measured on the development of
entrepreneurship in agriculture. As it emerged, the social
capital structure with the beta (standardized regression
coefficient) of 0.386 had the greatest impact.

4. Discussion

Based on the findings, villagers who possess a high so-
cial capital can easily gain an access to sources of knowl-
edge in order to improve production and create new eco-
nomic activities. There is a positive relationship between
subjective norms and the development of rural entrepre-
neurship. Community norms are, however, consistent
with entrepreneurial activities. This latter set of norms is
the one with stronger intention to start an entrepreneurial
business. There is a positive relationship between family
support and development of rural entrepreneurship. This
suggests that families can be members of pro-entrepre-
neurial activities, and their children too are willing to set
up a business. It is also found that a high sense of self-ef-
ficacy can make people feel more confident in their abili-
ties. Local institutions are also given to individuals and
organizations that are motivated. Having capital and skills
necessary to start a business in rural areas can provide a
foundation for an entrepreneurial climate.

5. Conclusion

Nowadays, successful rural development is, more than
before, dependent on strong entrepreneurship. Consider-
ing the importance of this issue, this study has explored
individual and social structures affecting the develop-
ment of entrepreneurship in agriculture in rural areas of
Kamfiruz district. The results obtained from the study of
the relationships among the variables suggest important
points that help to achieve this development. Based on the
findings, all the study hypotheses are confirmed. These
hypotheses were about the positive and significant asso-
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ciation between personal and social development of rural
entrepreneurship and such structures such social capital,
subjective norms, perceived family support, and self-
efficacy. Also, the role of local institutions is confirmed
in this respect. Finally, some recommendations are made
based on the research findings.
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