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Depiction of theVariety of Shah Abbasi FloralPatternin the Carpets ofthe Holy
Shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH)
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The Razavi Holy Shrine is one of Tran’s most notable religious places. Due to the importance of
this shrine to Muslims, the best Iranian decorations and traditional art forms have been employed
in this shrine. Art has been employed in its most sublime form. A carpet is an art form which
not only beautifies a place, but also lines its floor. The Shah Abbasi floral pattern is a common
motifused in decorations in general and in the carpets of the Razavi Shrine in particular. These
carpets are fine examples to introduce Mashhad carpets. Thus this study aims to identifyvarious
types of the Shah Abbasifloral pattern used in Mashhad carpets. Following this goal, we try to
answer the question that what are the features of Shah Abbasifloral patterns in carpets of Razavi
Holy Shrine in Mashhad?The required information was collected through library research and
fieldwork. This is by nature a descriptive-analytical study. The obtained results showed that in
the carpets of the Razavi Holy Shrine, 90 percent of the “Khatai” floral sprays were filled with
Shah Abbasifloral patterns, which is a typical feature of the Shah Abbasi motifs. The diversity
and different appearance of these floral patterns are exclusive to Mashadcarpets and cannot
be observed in the carpets woven elsewhere. In fact, these floral patterns can rightly be called
“Mashhad Shah Abbasi patterns”.

Keywords: Mashhad Carpet, Astan Quds Razavi Carpet Company, Carpets of Imam Reza
(PBUH) Shrine, Shah AbbasiFloral Pattern.
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