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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is reviewing the literature to identify
the epistemological and theoretical approach to the folksonomies and
- comparing Fhem. with theoretical four.1da.tions of .controllec! vocgbylaries.
I — This paper is a library research. Reviewing the literature, identifying and
Indexed by SCOPUS, ISC, & LISTA reviewing theoretical approaches related to the folksonomies include
Vol. 33 | No. 2 | pp. 945-962 Critical Social Theory, Social Constructivism, Relativism, Derrida’s
Winter 2018 Deconstruction and Hospitality and is compared to theoretical foundations
of controlled vocabulary.

In theoretical approaches it is emphasized that people and users are
different and have their different experience and knowledge. So, they
form different concepts in mind and use different words to express their
concepts that are different from one user to another. This diversity in
concepts is represented in folksonomies. But in controlled vocabularies,
concepts that only exist in the minds of catalogers is represented which
may differ from the concepts that are in the minds of users. On the
other hand, relativity can create a lack of uniformity which is considered
a disadvantage for folksonomies, while uniformity is considered in
controlled vocabularies and is an strength for them. In conclusion,
reviewed theoretical approaches provide a theoretical basis for judging
folksonomies capabilities, advantages and disadvantages in comparing
them to controlled vocabularies, but findings of future researches must

also be considered in this respect.
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1. critical theory

2. Frankfurt School
3. Max Horkheimer
4. Jirgen Habermas
5. public sphere
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