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The Merits and Disadvantages of the Imamieh
Educational System in the Safavid Era, with an
Emphasis on Riaz al-Olma

Seyyed Mohammad Mosavikho'
Mahmoud Mehman Navaz?

Abstract: The Safavid dynasty is one of the most important periods in Iranian history, when
knowledge and science was honored. In addition to the political importance of this era, the
advent of the Safavid government is also of great importance in terms of religion and social
aspect; since due to the formation of this government and the establishment of the Shi'a religion,
the Imamieh educational system flourished. The founder of the Safavid dynasty, Shah Isma'il I,
provided the foundations for the establishment of educational institutions to legitimize his
political system. In this era, under the influence of the immense growth of Iranian culture and
civilization, the educational system also experienced significant changes. This system, along
with its many virtues, had some shortcomings and disadvantages. Therefore, this research seeks
to answer the fundamental question that “What were the advantages and disadvantages of
Imamieh educational system in the Safavid era?” The findings of the research, which is based on
the descriptive-analytical method and by reviewing the resources and researches related to that
period, especially the book Riaz al-Olma, show some of these advantages and disadvantages.
Construction of mosques, schools, libraries and translation and compilation of the book in
Persian, paying attention to calligraphy, painting, architecture, inviting scholars from Jebel
Amel, Bahrain, Iraqg, and providing necessities for women to continue their studies, fundraising,
paying sufficient salaries to the teachers as well as paying scholarships to students are among the
merits of the Imamieh educational system in the Safavid era. Meanwhile excessive
interpretations, annotations on books, paying no attention to the specialization of science, the
failure to comply with pre-requirements and corporal punishment in schools are among the
disadvantage of Imamieh educational system.

Keywords: Safavid educational system, merits of educational system, disadvantages of
educational system, Imamieh, Safavid, Riaz al-Olma
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