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Duties and Functions of Rulers of the States and Provinces in
the Qajar Period

Zahra Ghalavand?® [ Hooshang khosrobeigi*

Abstract

According to political aspects of the period, the territories of the Qajar dynasty were divided
into several states and provinces. The ruler was at the top of the pyramid of power of states
and provinces. Rulers often were determined from princes, influential persons or military
and tribunal personnel. In some cases, due to differences of political positions of each
appointment, a series of authoritative disagreement and discontent emerged. Nevertheless,
rulers were appointed with similar functions and duties. In this article, we examine the
functions and duties of rulers and the extent of importance of these duties in reference to the
central government of the period. The results of this research show that we can discriminate
the functions of rulers in three categories. These categories are: political, administrative and
economical. The most important duties of rulers were preservation of security and repression
of revolutions with the aim of keeping the authoritative legitimacy of the central government.
Furthermore, Tax collections and utilization of militaristic reinforcements were some of the
procedures with which rulers maintained repressive order in the period. Generally, political,
administrative and financial duties, which have been exemplified earlier, were considered to
be the agents that made the survival of the central government possible.

Key words: Iran, Qajar Dynasty, Rulers of the States and Provinces.
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