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Abstract:

Purpose: This paper explores the social, cultural, and economic rank of the position of
seal-holder in the shrine of the 8th Shia Imam (=Astan-e Quds-e Razavi) in Mashad
during from 16th to early 20th century.

Method and Research Design: Data for this paper was collected from archive docu-
ments and library sources.

Findings and Conclusion: The position was granted to prominent citizens. Although
it was inferior compared to that of its counterpart in the kings’ courts, the Astan’s seal-
holder was locally a high ranking position with considerable influence in the whole
country. During the Safavids (16th and 17th centuries) the kings appointed the seal-
holder. During the Gajarids he was appointed by Motavalli Astan-e Quds-e Razavi
(=the Custodian of the Shrine) The seal on every document was a non-arguable sign of
authenticity. The position became obsolete after the practice of signing instead of seal-

ing documents became common in the Pahlavi era.
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Motale'at va Tahgigat-e Farhangi.

Ibn Khaldun, Abdolrahman b. Mohammad (1359/1980). Moqgaddame-ye Ibn Xaldun
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Azarnoush. Tehran: Bonyad-e Farhang-e Iran.
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Dehkhoda, Ali Akbar. (1352/1974). Loqat-name (The Dehkhoda dictionary). Entry:
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Hakim al-Mamalek, Ali Naghi b. Esmaeel. (1356/1977). Ruz-nime-ye safar-e Xorasin
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Tehran: Farhang-e Iran Zamin.
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Mirza Samia (1378/1999) Tazkerat al-muluk (History of the kings). Edited by Mohammad
Dabirsiaghi. Translated by Masood Rajabnia. Tehran: Amirkabir.
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35755; 35615; 35885; 36099; 36128; 36168; 36169; 36199; 36284; 35472; 36493;
36505; 34112; 36707; 37292; 37294; 37377; 40035; 40306; 40936; 41897; 44010;
44766; 44770; 4785; 62423; 63875; 97560.
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