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Extended Abstract

Dormitory is a semi-public area in which residents with the same age involve in
intercultural interactions. These interactions can positively or negatively impact on the
student’s life and make an independent personality or a dependent one, in the future
decisions. The main goal of this article firstly is to draw the picture of the dormitory life.
Through this picture we are concerning about the girl’s sense of belonging in the
dormitory. The sense of belonging is important because it is the result of desirable living
conditions and it influences on trying to improve that conditions. Important factor like
security, privacy, positive interaction with others (roommates and dorm official) and
the dormitory rules form the sense of belonging. We investigate these factors through
studying 60 life story of girl’s students that live at the dormitory of the universities of
Tehran, Tarbiat Modares, Alzahra and Shahid Beheshti. Finally, our results show the
sense of belonging in the dormitory is weak because of the lack of privacy, limitating
rules and disagreement with roommates and the with dorm officials. Factors such as
educational level, cultural differences and differences on the primary socialization of
residants, age differences, individual characteristics and ethnicity are the most
important factors affecting on the sense of belonging in the dormitory.
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INTRODUCTION

Dormitory life is a part of student life that can have positive or negative impact on
them at the future. Our goal in this research, firstly is presenting a thick description
of such life among the girl students of Tehran universities. Our main question is, if
girl students have a strong the sense of belonging in their dormitory, their room and
their roommates? The sense of belonging is important because on one hand, it is the
result of the proper living conditions, and on the other hand, it cause students to try
to improve their conditions.

PURPOSE

We want to give university planners a real account of the girl’s students living in
dormitories. This account will help planners to make dormitory conditions better.

METHODOLOGY

In this research we used the life story method that is a qualitative method. We asked
each individual to tell us about her life in dormitory from the first day of her
entrance to the dormitory until now. We asked them also to describe their
dormitory and tell us what happens on holiday and one day in week in their lives in
dormitory. We studied 60 life stories of girl’s students that live in a dormitory of the
universities of Tehran, Tarbiat Modares, Alzahra and Shahid Beheshti.

In order to finding out which conditions and which persons play the main role in
forming the sense of belonging in the dormitory, technics of “event analysis” and
“character analysis” are used for analyzing data.

RESULT

The results show that the sense of belonging in the dormitory depends on the
human, spatial and temporal factors. The human factors form in relation between
the individual, their roommates and the dorm authorities. The field of study, the
educational level, cultural differences, the type of primary socializations, age
differences, individual characteristics (inward or outward character for instance)
and ethnicity are important factors in the relationship and interaction between
residents of a room. Our results show dissatisfaction in relations between the
authorities and residents of dormitory because of the failure to meet each other's
expectations.

Spatial factors are the other determinant of the sense of belonging. In this
regard, there are two kinds of dormitory: suite residence and corridor residence.
The satisfaction from the suit residence is more than corridor residences. Also the
existence of a backyard in the dormitory can significantly increase the residents’
satisfaction because they can have some privet times there.



DISCUSSION

The sense of belonging will be reduced by decreasing the privacy of person, the bad
relationship with roommates and authorities and the limitation rules like the rule
relating to controlling arrival and departure times for girls. Dormitory is one of the
spaces of universities that should help the students in educating without stress and
tension. Our investigation shows that the student’s satisfaction of the dormitory is
weak and they have not the same sense of belonging as their home. Despite all
difficulties about living in a dormitory, most girls don’t like to go back to their
paternal home because of the independency that they have in Tehran and in this
style of life in comparison with their life in their cities and among their families.

CONCLUSION

Dormitories are one of the university spaces that can help to improve the education
and training goals. Dormitories in Tehran help the students to increasing their
connection and sociability but they are not good places for increasing education
effectiveness for all of them because of the stresses and tensions.

NOVELTY

This article is one of the first researches conducted by qualitative method about
dormitory problems. Working about girl's dormitories and entering into the
dormitory was very difficult for researchers and we give help the students that
inhabits there for finding our data. The results of this research can apply for
improvement girl’s dormitory lives.
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