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Abstract

There are various traditional Islamic
narratives in relation to treating chil-
dren. The common understanding of
these narratives allows for the corporal
punishment of children in the family,
although some narratives forbid par-
ents from such behavior. With refere-
nce to traditional Islamic texts, the
word “hitting” (Arabic: dharb) is the
main and most frequently used word
implying the permissibility of corporal
punishment.
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An investigation of the use of the term
“dharb” (Arabic: <,s) in the Quran,

traditional Islamic narratives and the
Arabic language reveals different inst-
ances of a general sense of “occur-
ence” which can denote “doing or
carrying out”. On this basis, a wide
range of usages for this word in
absolute terms (without preposition) is
conceivable with the meanings of
protecting, financially supporting, gui-
ding and nurturing children. It seems
that limiting the meaning of dharb to
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corporal punishment in all traditional
Islamic narratives without considering
the other meanings has led to incorrect
interpretations of such narratives.

Keywords: Hitting, Children, Traditi-
onal Islamic Narratives, Corporal Pu-
nishment, Disciplining, Method.
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