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1.Three conceptions of realism There are three main metaphysical conceptions of reaism in the
literature: existence views, mind-independence views, and fundamentality-based views. The
views are not necessarily exclusive: one might advocate a characterization that conjoins more
than one of the views described below. Each of these views has been explicitly advocated for the

domain of ethics, and so | introduce these views in this context below:
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2. (1) (Exigtence views

Existence views hold that a theory is redlist just in case it entails that entities of an
appropriate kind exist. What kind of entity is required is variable: some versions hold that realist
theories entail that properties of the relevant kind exist; other versions hold the same for the
relevant kind of facts. Existence-based views are prominent in the literature on ethical realism.

3. (2) Mind-independence views

Another common way to characterize realism about a domain is to claim that al redlist
views hold the domain to be independent of the mental. Examples of mind-dependence (and
accompanying irrealism) are familiar from the history of philosophy: think of Berkeley’s claim
that ordinary objects are collections of ideas, or a version of the Humean view of causation on
which it consists in nothing more than constant conjunction plus expectation on the part of
observers. This thought seems especialy apt when considering irrealism the ethica domain, as
many paradigmatic instances of irredlist ethical theories enlist mental states of approval,
disapproval, and the like, to play important explanatory roles.

4. Other statements of mora realism give more details on the kind of view redlists tend to accept,
or the kind of position | aim to defend. Redlists David Brink and Nicholas Sturgeon all defend
similar positions. Brink briefly states the position in this manner:

Mordl redism claimsthat there are moral facts and true moral propositions whose existence
and nature are independent of our beliefs about right and wrong. Moral realism's metaphysical

claim suggests the semantic claim that moral

judgments and terms typicaly refer to moral facts and properties. Sturgeon’s
characterization is quite Smilar. He explains that mora redlists believe that: Our moral terms
typicaly refer to rea properties; that moral statements typically express propositions capable of
truth or falsity; . . [. . and . .] these mora truths are in some interesting sense independent of the
subjective indicators—our moral beliefs and mora fedlings, as well as mora conventions
congtituted by coordinated individual intentions—that we teke as guides to them.
(http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/downl oad?doi=10.1.1.461.9356& rep=repl& type=pdf)
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