Comparative Theology, Vol: 8, No: 17, Spring & Summer 2017 /27

The Semantic — Historical Distinction between Theology( | ahMetaphysics in Avicenna’s
Philosophy*

Seyyed Mohammad Ali Dibaji*

Abstract

eee iille [daaa hhyssssL_ha s cddddddy aaarroooeesss ff Lecmmufthe scientific- philosophical
school of Aristotle) for a collection of handwritten notes which Aristotle himself called it
[BROTE PHILOSOPHIALIIt has eeen aararrr aee. nnooo ffffeeett ways; the first has had a
learning aspect while the second has had a ranking one. The semantic-historical question is
that whether Avicenna was on his previous position after knowing “Aims of Aristotle's
Metaphysics - Al-Farabi” or whether he accepted this term? And if not, what term and why
he has chosen instead? And finally, how would have been his point of view among other
following philosophers. The answer of the questions in summary is:

The “Adims of Aristotle's Metaphysics” which has been written by Al-Farabi, shows that the
meaning or aims of metaphysics has been vague in Bagdad school. The difference between
André Nikos, who has coined that term, and Nicolaus of Damascus shows the background of
this vagueness until the middle Platonism ,and even shows it until the last period of Aristotle-
Lucium school: André Nikos may have been coined the term metaphysics just for learning
aspect while Nicolaus of Damascus applied it for the ranking priority of meaning and also the
metaphysical terms.

Al-Farabi not only wanted to cast light onto the vagueness but also coined a new term to
redirect to metaphysics which its result was the first philosophy division into total knowledge
ee dddlddd [ ﬂ)dmLLleeee ccce h eee oceee r reeess ooeeRRal iii ggs add eee rrrrrr eefess oo
aaaa aaaa.. iii ceaaal hlgggegr ddddd sss kkkk kkk#l nntttt ffynrg rr eedll ess aaa,, ee [1&]
not yet found the term metaphysics appropriate to show the content of the first philosophy
ITIT eeee, ee caaeecee Lderrre hhyssss|:|hhhh hhtte.. ee, I eeddS, rsLILI[ M Rararrrr
positrrr eee ee eee nnnnnnmm eeer hhhhhhh nnrss rrir . ocee. ee caa e ooeeerrr d [doooooyl]
with the summing up between Al-Farabi and hi idea. He, then, applied the term instead of
aaaa hhyssss sssss ss oommmmsaiiii ed [dee ececee ece ff L1[1[ Jee dddttt cnnsider it as
the synonym of theology.

In the history of philosophy, all philosophers, as the follower of Avecina, applied the word
theology instead of metaphysics except Bahmanyar who has used the term metaphysics
instead in the majority of his work such as Al-TAhsil; the term has been approved even by his
strict critics as Shahrestani and Al-GHazali applied it.

The influence of Avecina can be seen in Thomas Aquinas work such as “Summa theologiael 1]
He , even,avoid the misunderstanding of the word by dividing it into existentialism, the first
philosophy and the knowledge of God in his Averroes age of philosophy; this
misunderstanding would be seen in Decart and Wolf as the effective critical philosopher of
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metaphysics where they discuss about the distinction between metaphysics and theology , or
the division of metaphysics into general and specific part. This distinction, however, was the
source of misunderstanding of theology as the mere knowledge of God, and still is there in the
contemporary philosophical literature .
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