Journal of Iran Cultural Research, 10(4), 89-117, Winter 2017

Shalchi, V., & Rahimi, S. (2017). Understanding of the other in cyberspace; study of political
parties in Iran, Fundamentalists and Reformists. Journal of Iran Cultural Research, 10(4), 89-117.
doi: 10.22631/jicr.2018.921.1775

Doi: https://www.doi.org/10.22631/jicr.2018.921.1775 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_352.html
2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Understanding of the Other in Cyberspace;
Study of Political Parties in Iran, Fundamentalists and
Reformists

Vahid Shalchi’, Sarko Rahimi*?
Received: Mar. 18,2017;  Accepted: Dec. 05, 2017

Extended Abstract

The Iranian society- despite wishes or some ideals or in a controversy way stereotypes - is
a sophisticated society with high level of diversity across the class, ideologies, life styles etc.
Therefore surviving of this historical entity requires a set of cultural trait, which fascinates
social interactions across the diversity. This article based on Bakhtin and Bauman
theoretical view, concerns on the imaginization of each other through Reformist and
Pricipalist political blocs. Through thematic analyses, it studies a sample of websites of
two main wings of Iranian power field. The article looks to characterize the image of “self”
and “other” that is created through political websites. The main questions are how they
represent other and self. This is important if we want to problemize the dialogue in Iran.
The results show that this way of narrative can not be a proper abscess for understanding
the other as a key needs for Iranian circumstance. It almost shows a “bearable other”
which can bear for our dignity not its deserved. In other word not for their right or merit
but for their generosity.
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Introduction

The illustration of the self and the other created by groups in society determine the
interaction between them. Regardless of what type of groups they are, religious, social and
political or any other kind of the groups, the Interactions between them could happen in
cyber or real space. Their impression of themselves and the other which they would represent
in these spaces is in a great significance. In this paper the political aspect of illustration of
otherness with respect to the concept of “Understanding the other” has been analyzed in
cyber-space. The concentration is on two political parties, fundamentalists and Reformists,
and their understanding of the other. Cyber-space as a new media is a great tool for different
political parties to express and represent their viewpoints, approaches, agreements and
disagreements. As Castells says: “political information, primarily could be acquired through
media. Outside the media, there is only political fringes” (Castells, 1997, 374) like other
countries cyber-space has provided an opportunity in Iran for different forces to interfere in
politics and the image they represent of themselves and the others has great impact on the
political sphere. This study has taken a step toward clarification of impression of the other in
Iran’s policy.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is mainly to contribute in conversation and dialogues about the
understanding of the other in Iran’s cultural spheres. Since the attempt is to answer this
question that is there any opportunity for dialogue, in a Bakhtinian sense, in Iran’s policy, the
target is the state of political parties in cyber-space to assess their impression of themselves
and the others.

Methodology

The method is thematic analysis. Firstly, 2418 lines were encoded and categorized in 210 code
using line by line encoding (Mohammadpour, 1392). Secondly, the process of abstraction of
these codes has done, as every thematic analysis inquiry do, and finally the number of codes
were reduced.

Results

Findings show that the relationship between fundamentalists and reformists in terms of
Bakhtinian of understanding the other is not understandable. As Bakhtin pointed out, the
other should be granted by an independent existence. In another words, independent
consciousness of the other against independent consciousness of the self could confer an
elevated consciousness. Nonetheless, not only the other for these political parties, as an
independent consciousness, could not be expressed, but also because of the affinity with the
political power, there would be a distinctive effort to eliminate the other. At the end, for the
sake of the linkage of these forces to Islamic revolution, the term of “tolerance of the other”
can be used.

Innovation

The discussions about “understanding of the other” in politics for the first time could be
considered as an innovation for this study. This discussion can reaffirm the linkage between
politics and culture. This linkage could provide a relationship between cultural dimensions,



as a broader field, and political aspects that could make possible any further effort to
understand the interaction between political forces.

Logically said, the understanding of the other tries to achieve a dialogue, i.e. a significant
aspect of social interactions. The connection of different parts of society, makes it necessary
for interactors to have a dialogue in terms of understanding of the other. The politics is a
critical area in which the absence of logical dialogical and efforts to eliminate the others could
easily affect the other areas and prevents the contributions in side of people. As a result, these
kind of inquiries are necessary because they emphasize on the role of interaction and
understanding of the other in society.
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