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Extended Abstract

One of the most serious issues facing humanity is the water crisis that requires systematic
and immediate action. It has been addressed from different viewpoints across academic
disciplines. In this paper, the most important dimensions between water and some areas
of human sciences and sociology of humans are highlighted. The question of the role of
water upon human life, its effects on the processes of civilization, and subsequently how
the lack of water effects the relations between people, nations, and civilizations are the
focus of this article. Likewise, it clarifies the problems through quantitative analysis. The
conceptual focus of this paper is on the relationship between water and politics in Iran
and the Middle East. After a literature of review, it demonstrates how water crisis can
finally change the essence of ‘the politics’ tremendously while turning civilization into
primitivism. Empirical facts such as water and war, or water and violence are used to
support this claim. The paper concludes that water should be the subject for trans-
disciplinary research. Its outcome, as a ‘problem identification’, paves the way for public
policy to manage comprehensive plans and to cope with this huge crisis.
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Introduction

What kind of relationship can be imagined between water and politics? Are they essentially
interrelated? Water is related to the primordial nature of man (biology) and politics with his
secondary nature (social or civil). Obviously, in the absence of biological potential, the
possibility of political life will also be lost, because water is one of the essential requirements
for the survival and sustainability of human biological life. Hence, in the face of scarcity of
water resources, any social group of people - at any level - will return to a natural state or a
state of war and conflict in order to achieve water.

Today's statistical evidence shows that in some parts of the world, the scarcity of water
resources has come close to a crisis. And since the crisis caused by the scarcity of water
resources is always controversial, the water issue will be the subject of human conflicts in the
present and future. That is, politics (in the sense of civilization), which deals with humanity,
must now be confronted with a crisis in its biological aspect. Thus, the water crisis can turn
civilization into a prehistoric phase: the return of the secondary nature of man to his
biological nature.

This paper seeks to examine the process of politicization of water with reference to
hydro-political literature. It also seeks to demonstrate that for politics the water crisis is not a
marginal issue, but deals with the nature of the "political” since in water conflict, politics and
civilization become animal and predominant. Our focus in this paper are cases in the African,
Middle Eastern regions and especially Iran.

Purpose

The purpose of this research has been investigating the relationship between water and
politics while clarifying the relationship between them. In the process it was demonstrated
that in a water dispute, politics loses its essence. In a comprehensive water crisis, not only
societies - in their interrelationships - do go from civilization to primitivism, but also
governments, too, are challenged, within and beyond their borders, for providing peace and
maintaining legitimacy.

Methodology

With reference to the data, this research has taken a quantitative approach which attempts to
highlight the most important examples and cases that has led to the formation of conflicts
over scarcity of water resources. At this stage, examples and cases that indicate plurality are
chosen which means that the individual examples have been neglected. At the theoretical
level, the approach has been to achieve theoretical induction and generalizations. That is, the
paper attempts to reach the minimum of general rules in this field by categorizing repetitive
phenomena in the area of water conflict within national boundaries, or in regional and
international dimensions. It is possible to predict future trends by these general rules.

Findings and Results

The findings of the research can be considered from three levels. At the individual level, it is
shown that a water crisis can increase violent behavior by affecting individual morals. As a
result, individual violence can lead to tribal and local conflicts at the national level by



activating tribal, ethnic, and social differences. The community's political life and the
legitimacy of the state will be challenged. At the regional and international levels, the struggle
for water scarcity or for common water resources can cause regional conflicts and even
international conflicts. The problem of water should be a central topic for interdisciplinary
studies; at least in areas such as psychology, political sociology, regional studies, and
international relations. Therefore, in order to understand all the aspects of the issue of water
and to study its effects, it is essential to use a comprehensive interdisciplinary approach to
research.

Innovation, Limitations and implications

There is no limitation to the data collection, but cautious measures should be taken in the
generalizations. Although some general principles can be achieved, they cannot be applied
mechanically. However, the findings of this research can be adapted and applied in societies
as well as be used in social or public policies. The research findings for foreign policy and
environmental diplomacy are also important.

Extensive literature on the hydro-politics shows that research in this domain is of an
intrinsic value and not useless. But the originality of this paper is that, firstly, the subject is
examined interdisciplinarily. On the other hand, the research has been considered at three
levels: individual, social, regional and international. In addition, since the article focuses on
linkage between water and in some ways to the political philosophy, it has attempted to
present an ecological issue and its implications in abstract and philosophical terms. This is
considered remarkable for its innovation, originality, and value.
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2. the political

3. Wittfogel

4. hydropolitics
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1. hydropolitics of the Nile valley

2. John Waterbury

3. terminology

4. united nations development programme (UNDP)
5. water’s problems

6. water’s problematic

7. political economy of water
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1. public goods

2. non-rivalrous

3. non-excludable

4. cowen
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6. next oil

7. the guardian

8. politics

9. polis
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1. water governance

2. field of study

3. water-related issues

4. Le Robert

5. discipline

6. Arun P. Elhance

7. hydropolitics in the third world
8. focal point
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1. freshwater

2. basines

3. multidimensional

4. multidisciplinary

5. literature review

6. Turton and Henwood

7. conflict
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2. Meissner
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1. interaction

2. non-state actors

3. Subject

4. Robert C. North and Nazli Choucri
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1. Brown
2. Westing
3. Wolf, Yoffe and Giordano
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1. methodological individualism
2. the world water development report (WWDR)

3. water for people, water for life
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1. Belachew Gebrewold
2. the Gimir group
3. case study
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1. Adair
2. Coélho
3. Mocellin
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1. domino effect
2. James Fergusson
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1. resonator
2. multidisciplinary
3. interdisciplinary
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