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Extended Abstract

The aim of this description-inductive study, is to draw forth implications for the purposes of
scholarship in the social science based on critical realism with an emphasis on
interdisciplinary studies. Critical realism, from an epistemological insight, is seen as the basis
for scholarship references (teaching, research, application and integration) in social science.
The results of this research indicate that critical realism, with its emphasis on mind-
independent reality and the nature of the criticism of knowledge, focuses on an emancipator
training in social science. In research, critical realism stresses philosophy and philosophical
self-awareness. Therefore, social science researchers understand the hidden assumptions and
outright lies in their own research better. In the field of integration, the emphasis is on
understanding the reality on a large scale. Therefore, it recognizes the interdisciplinary
science of knowledge and welcomes every science that can better explain and interpret the
complex layers of reality. Thus, critical realism, in practice, has the potential to solve social
problems thru its perspective on the science of integration. The reason for this is theorizing
far from narrow-mindedness while, at the same time, in harmony with the critical realism.
This is due to its critical nature which brings knowledge closer to practice.
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Iintroduction

Social Science which is influenced by different approaches, including naturalism and anti-
naturalism, has various perspectives of scholarship. In this regard, using the view of critical
realism in studying scholarship in social sciences can provide a wider perspective.
Scholarship is the concept that has been used in the academic field, which Boyer (1990, p. 16)
developed by extending it into four aspects of teaching, research, application and integration.
In this article, the pattern of social science is considered in these four aspects under the basis
of critical realism approach.

With reference to Bhaskar's attitude towards the social science, the critical realism is capable
of enacting a role in the field of social science in several ways. First, it can recognize the
structures and explanatory critique of the limiting agents of educational and research in the
field of social sciences. Those structures which are considered as an obstacle for the
integration of social sciences to solve the social problems can be viewed in an
interdisciplinary way. Another role of critical realism is to create the grounds for discovering
the hidden truth in the infrastructure by attempting to critique and reform them. Finally, by
recognizing and explaining external factors, but affecting the social world, critical realism can
solve the social problems in a vast area without restricting to a particular discipline.

Purpose

The purpose of this article is to study critical realism and deduction of implications for social
science studies with the emphasis on interdisciplinary studies. Therefore, this article, deducts
the traits of social science scholarship through describing critical realism’s viewpoint. It is an
interdisciplinary study intersecting the four areas of teaching, research, application and
integration studies in the field of social sciences.

Methodology

The approach of studying this article is based on the methodological descriptive method. In
this approach, by describing the fundamental principles of critical realism are described. The
implications of this approach are deduced for the purposes of scholarship in the social
sciences. Therefore, the main question of this article is what are the implications for social
science scholarship on the study of the fundamentals of critical realism?

4. Conclusions and Findings

Critical Realism is one of the most influential new developments in social science and a
substitute for positivism (Wikgren, 2004, 13). This approach embraces both the objectivist
concept of reality and brings up a report of scientific activity that takes into account the role
of human activity in the processes, rules, and attributes of nature (Norris, 2010, 106). In
short, critical realism emphasizes three fundamental points. The first point concerns the
existence of an external world which is independent of human mind. The second point is the
possibility of gaining cognition about how the world is. The last point is a critical feature of
knowledge, which means that gaining the valid cognition about the external world is only
obtained through critical reflections on experiences (Gregersen and Van Huyssteen, 1998, 51).



Therefore, the general objective of education can be based on universal recognition
independent of the human mind; because, either, there is an external world independent of
human mind and consciousness or the human community determines the knowledge about
the truth (Danermarket al., 2002, 16). The view of critical realism demands requirements for
research in the social sciences, including the fact that, by focusing on the multi-layered truth
and independent of research, we understand that the purpose of human research. It is to
understand the depth of the things, which means that in studying social issues, discovering
the underlying layers which are necessary for the indication of social issues is prioritized.

The combined aims of the social sciences in critical realism can be viewed in terms of the
mechanism of reality. The study of the mechanism of reality in science shows that science
preserves its fundamental nature not on the basis of historical divisions, but on the basis of its
subject matter. This explains critical realism in the form of mechanisms. In critical realism,
the real abundance of natural mechanisms is the basis for the real plurality of science which
examines these mechanisms. Although one type of mechanism may be explained by another
mechanism (for example, biological mechanisms are explained by chemical mechanisms), it
is not possible that this type of mechanism is reduced to another. Although critical realism
emphasizes on the impossibility of reducing science to one another, the integration of the
sciences by maintaining their basic layers is largely possible in this view. Therefore, it can be
said that the aim of integration based on the view of critical rationalism is to take into
account the deeper layers of existence, and any method that contributes to this is allowed.

Critical Realism sees the universe as "structured, distinct, and interchangeable" (Bhaskar,
1991, p. 146). Moreover, it does not deny the reality of events and discourses, but on the
contrary, as an emphasis, it admires the reorganization of the productive structures of events
and discourses. Only then will it be possible to understand and, as a result, to change and
reform the social world (Bhaskar, 1989, 2).Therefore, the purpose of the social sciences can
be to attempt to identify and discover social structures for the purpose of reforming society.
The condition of understanding and changing our social world is the recognition of the
productive structures of events and discourses.

Innovation, Limitations and Applications

In the realm of teaching, critical realism believes in the existence of a creative human being
that education must provide the field for its emancipation. It is an inventive person but
confined within the social powers whose knowledge and education are prerequisite for his
emancipation from confining agents. In the field of research, critical realism with emphasis
on philosophy and philosophical self-awareness has a special interest on the role of the
researcher. In short, the view of critical realism can change the four fields of social science
scholarship with its ontological and epistemological infrastructures.
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