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Abstract: The fall of Ottoman Empire in 19th century led a number of Ottoman 

thinkers to contemplate about its reasons. Among these thinkers, Nam k Kemal was a 
prominent figure who wrote enormously on the problem of Ottoman crisis and necessity of 
reform. This paper deals with a less-studied aspect of Ottoman modernist thought which is 
reflected in one of Kemal’s works. Of numerous works by Kemal which are written in 
different style and genres, his Rüya (i.e. dream) has received less academic attention. In this 
work, he has dreamed of a utopian world in which the ideal society he wished came true. 
Indeed, Rüya represents an aspect of Kemal’s romantic approach to the problem of 
modernity in Ottoman society. In this work, Kemal used an allegorical narrative to 
introduce the concept of “Hürriyet” (freedom) to a traditional society and to explain his 
patriotic ideas about the critical situation of his homeland. A critical examination of this 
work might be helpful to understand some of the challenges that modernist thinkers such as 
Nam k Kemal should deal with. Meanwhile, it could help us to achieve a better 
understanding of the thought of a prominent thinker who played a crucial role in the 
process of Ottoman modernization. 
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1  Mardin, erif (2000),The genesis of Young Ottoman thought, Syracuse University Press, pp. 283-336. 
2  Yürek, Hasan(K  2013), “Nam k Kemal ve Ziya Pa an n Rüryalar ”, Türk Dünyas  ncelemeleri 

Dergisi, XIII/2, s. 249-263. 
3  Ba c , Sena Tekin (Temmuz-Aral k 2012), “Nam k Kemal'in Rüyas ”, Hikmet Yurdu, Y l: 5, Say : 

2010/2, ss. 275-300. 
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1        234.  
2  Karpat, Kemal (2002). Studies on Ottoman social and political history; selected articles and essays, 

Brill, pp. 51-52, Davison, op. cit., p. 261; “Texte de la lettre addressée à S.M le Sultan par S. M. le 
prince Moustapha Fazil - Pacha écrite en Mars 1867”[ Voir Marcel Colombe, “Une lettre d'un prince 

égyptien du XIXe siècle au Sultan Ottoman Abd al Aziz” Orient 5 (1958): 23-38], p. 4; Siler, 
Abdurrahman, “Nam k Kemal' n iktisadi görü leri”, Türkler Ansiklopedisi, Cilt.14 s. 662. 
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3  Karal,Osmanl  tarihi, VII. Cilt, ss. 300-301; Çad rç , Musa (1991), “Nam k Kemal'in sosyal ve 
ekonomik görü leri”, OTAM (Ankara Üniversitesi Osmanl  Tarihi Ara t rma ve Uygulama Merkezi 
Dergisi), say  2, Ankara, ss. 47-48. 

4  Kemal, Nam k, “Sanat ve ticaretimiz”, bret gazetesi, No. 57, 19 Ramazan 1289/8 Te rin-i sani 1288, 
s. 279. 

5  Kemal, Nam k, “ bret”, bret gazetesi, No. 3, 11 Rebiulah r 1289/5 Haziran 1288, ss. 48-49; a.g. . 
“Terakki”, bret gazetesi, no. 45, 3 Ramazan 1289/23 te rin-i evvel 1288, s. 216. 

6  Karal, Osmanl  tarihi, VII. Cilt, s. 304, “Texte de la lettre addressée…” , p. 4. 
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Ömer Faruk Akün, “ inasi”, A ( slam Ansiklopedisi), c.11, ss. 545-553, Mardin, op. cit, pp. 252-275, 
Necdet Hayta (2002). Tasvir-i Efkar Gazetesi, Ankara: T. T. K (TürkTarih Kürümü), birinci bask , ss. 
5-13. 

2   :           
Sançar, Nejdet, “Ziya Pa a'n n eserleri ve eserlerinin çe itli bas mlar ”, Türk Kütüphaneciler Derne i 
Bülteni, Cilt. 7, say  1, ss. 1-14. 

3  Mardin, op. cit. 284. 
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276 282 287Menemencio lu, Nermin, Nam k Kemal abroad: A Centenry, Middle Eastern Studies, 
Vol. 4, No. 1 (Oct., 1967), p. 30  

5  Tansel, F.A. “Mehmet Nam k Kemal”, EI2, Vol. p. 875. 
6  Mardin, op.cit, p. 284. 
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1  Menemencio lu, p. 31, Mardin, op.cit, p. 285. 
2  Tansel, F.A. op.cit. pp. 875-877. 
3  Guida, Michelangelo (2011), “Al-Afghani and Nam k Kemal's Replies to Ernest Renan: Two Anti-

Westernist Works in the Formative Stage of Islamist Though”, TJP (Turkish Journal of Politics), Vol. 
2. No. 2. Winter 2011, p. 66. 

4  Vatan yahut Silistre 
5  Tansel, F.A. op. cit. p. 876. 
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1  Kemal, Nam k, Rüya, ss. 251-253, in: Kaplan, Mehmet, Engingün, Inci, Birol, Emel (1993), Yeni Türk 

Edebiyati Antolojisi, stanbul, 2.bask , Marmara Üniversitesi. 
2  Kemal, Rüya, s. 254. 
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1           :      
Temperley, Harold (1933), “British policy towards parliamentary rule and constitutionalism in Turkey 
(1830-1914)”, Cambridge Historical Journal, Vol. 4, No.2, p. 168: Kuran, Ercumend (1980), “La 
politique d’Abdulhamid II dan la crise d’Orient (1876-1878) ”, Revue d’histoire modern et 
contemporaine (1954), T. 27e, No. 1, Aspects de la crise d’Orient (1875-1878), Jan- Mar, p. 37; 
Karal, Enver Ziya (2007). Osmanl  tarihi, VI. Cilt, Islahat Fermani Devri (1856-1861), Ankara: Türk 
Tarih Kürümü, 8. Bask , s. 205; Karal, Enver Ziya (2007), Osmanl  tarihi, VIII. Cilt, Birinci 
Me rutiyet ve stibdat devirlrei (1876-1907), Ankara: Türk Tarih Kürümü, 8. Bask , ss. 427-428. 
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“Vatan”, ss. 222-227. 
 :     »   «  1 14  1285  1.  

3  Berkes, Niyazi (1988), The development of secularism in Turkey, London: C. Hurst & Co. p. 209. 
4       1 14  1285  5-6.  
5       6 26   1285  8.  
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