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A historical approach to the status of medicine in Iran
during the Seljuk era

N. Sedghi®
Nahid Bagheri Tofighi?

Abstract

The current research seeks to answer the question that which path did
medicine progress in and how was its status as one of the important
branches of the science collection called wisdom and philosophy
regarding the tradition and history of this science in Iran and the political
and cultural changes of the Seljuk era? The outcomes of this research
show that medicine as one of the basic scientific and intellectual
traditions in the history of Iran was historically regarded in a
contradictory  three-dimensional situation due to its specific
characteristics and continued to exist. On the one side, due to the spread
of religious sensitivities and fanaticism among the religious elites and
the commonalty in line with them, medicine suffered from serious
limitations in terms of scientific basics and the availability of inclusive
educational institutions. But from the other side, medicine because of its
connection with the preservation of human health and the treatment of
diseases was strongly needed by the governors and the people of power
and the political-religious elites. For this reason, this knowledge was
restored and developed during the Seljuk period within the framework of
the needs of the people of power and social contexts in the form of the
two medical schools of Irag and Khorasan. In the third aspect, the
translation and compilation of medical records in Persian was the change
that was created in this period in the situation of medicine and became
the basis for the future of this knowledge in the history of Iran. The
process that happened for the first time and was revealed in Khorasan
and Irag as the most important geographically-cultural areas of Iran
during the Seljuk era.

Keywords: Iran, Seljuk era, medicine, Khorasan, Irag.
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