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Abstract

The term "Tarkhan" is one of the words that is repeated in the sources of Iranian middle history.
In the early Islamic centuries, this term was a kind of privilege for a particular group. During the
Timurid era, two titles of the Tarakhanids and Tarkhani were introduced. The question of the
present research is that what happened to Tarkhan and Tarkhani's position during the Timurid
period, and what was the cause of these developments? The findings of the research indicate
that Tarkhan's position, which until then was attributed to the group of Turkish troops and
relatives, established the nature of the Timurids in two parts of the Tarakanites and the Tarakan
emblem. In the Timur and Shahrokh period, the superiority was for Tarkhanids and there was
less talk of Tarkhani in historical sources. But after the death of Shahrokh and his wife
(Goharshadagha), the term Tarkhanids was changed to Tarkhani. The most important reason for
this development was the efforts of Timurid lords like Abdul Latif, Abu Said, and Sultan
Hussein Baygara in limiting the power of Tarkhanids. The policy has gone so far that Tarkhani
position was widely accepted by commoners.

Keywords: Tarkhan, Tarkhanids, Timurids, Shahrokh, Abu Said, Abdul Latif, Sultan Hussein
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