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Extended Abstract

This paper discusses the concept of "Mujo," one of the fundamental concepts of Japanese
culture and thinking. The concept of Mujo, compared with other concepts and keywords
necessary to understand Japanese culture, is completely unknown in Iran. In fact, this
concept is a prerequisite for understanding many aspects of Japanese culture. Some of
these aspects include the importance of sakura or cherry blossoms in Japanese culture, the
reason for the preference of wood over stone in Japanese architecture, the justification for
the tradition of samurai suicide by sword, the kamikaze concept, and the specificity of the
meaning of the word for goodbye (sayonara). Mujo is also instrumental in understanding
the theme of many Japanese poems, particularly Haiku. Mujo represents a kind of
worldview that has emerged throughout the history of Japan and through the integration
of genuine Japanese thoughts with the thoughts of Buddhism. After explaining the literal
and conceptual meaning of Mujo, the present article deals with its manifestations in the
literature, culture, society, and language of Japan. This article also attempts, from the
perspective of a non-Japanese, to examine one aspect of the Japanese worldview. Based on
the various interpretations of Mujo, the author has attempted to reconceptualize Mujo by
interpreting it as "escape from eternity." The present article seeks to respond to the
implications of this conceptualization.
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Introduction

Each country is known for its symbols. Symbols represent the beliefs and worldviews of a
nation and culture. In Japan, there are several symbols, including sakura, samurai, kamikaze,
etc. Undoubtedly, the vast majority of people, even those who are relatively familiar with
Japan, believe that sakura (the cherry blossom) is one of the most famous and perhaps the
most representative of these symbols. But in reality, why are cherry blossoms known as one
of the cultural symbols of Japan, among all its flora?

The word samurai also invokes images of Japan and its spirit. At first glance, the
popularity of the samurai is attributed to their skills in swordsmanship. But those familiar
with Bushido are aware of the fact that the true courage of a samurai is in his struggle with
himself, especially when he must commit suicide in order to preserve pride and honor. The
popularity of the word harakiri also expresses this kind of courage.

However, after modernization, samurai seemingly disappeared from Japanese culture,
although people continued to question what led to the concept of samurai suicide by sword.

It is interesting to note that in the present age, high suicide rates are considered as one of
the greatest social problems in Japan and are often referred to as the reason for the vacuity of
life for Japanese people. In other words, the moral imperative of samurai to abandon life has
also been transmitted to contemporary Japanese. The issue is complicated when we recall that
Japan is a developed country with high standards of living. This means that the issue of
suicide in Japan cannot be simply analyzed from the standpoint of poverty and economic
problems. In addition, suicides that occur at the high levels of society, such as politicians or
writers, also indicate different roots of suicide in Japan and other cultures.

Certainly, the kamikaze concept is not irrelevant to this issue. Kamikaze refers to suicidal
attacks by the Air Force of the Japanese Army against the Allied Warfare Warships during
the Second World War. Perhaps, the Kamikaze concept is somehow similar to the suicide
attacks we see today in some parts of the world.

But is the world-view and motive of the Japanese pilots who courageously knocked their
warplanes on the enemy's fleet the same as the motives and world-view of those who carry
out suicide attacks by detonating explosives attached to themselves? What has caused the
Japanese culture, from the past to the present, to have a different approach to the subject of
human life? Do Shinté and Buddhism, the two main religions in Japan, breed this mentality,
or should it be sought elsewhere?

Purpose

Perhaps at first glance, it is not possible to find a common point between the keywords of
Japanese culture, such as sakura, samurai, and kamikaze, and the Japanese approach to life
and subsequently, the issue of suicide. Therefore, the author attempts to explore the common
points of the aforementioned concepts by introducing and analyzing the concept of Mujo,
which has been neglected in Iranian scholarship, and by examining the various dimensions of
the concept and discussing its role in the Japanese worldview and cultural symbols. This
article looks at Mujo from the point of view of "time" and how it has led to the formation of
thinking of "escape from eternity” in Japanese culture.



Methodology

Prior research on Mujo can be divided into three categories: research on the concept of Mujo
in Japanese aesthetics, research on the concept of Mujo in Japanese literature, and research
on the concept of Mujo in the perspective of the Japanese worldview.

This paper is a fundamental-theoretical article and has been conducted descriptively
based on library studies. In this research, the author attempts to analyze the concept of Mujo
from a new dimension and, in fact, uses it as a key to understanding the symbols of Japan and
the worldview of its peoples.

Conclusions and Findings

In this paper, various manifestations of the concept of Muj6 in the Japanese worldview are
discussed. The concept refers to the fluidity and transitory nature of life, a concept that at
first glance seems to be quite obvious, but in practice, it is the Japanese thinking that has
accepted it.

Buddhism sought to point out the concept of transformation of concepts and emphasized
both aspects of mortality and survival. But the Japanese, through a specific interpretation,
suggested Mujo as one of the pillars of the Japanese worldview and Japanese aesthetic sense.
It is true that in certain cases such as suicide, the emphasis is placed on the absurdity of life
with a negative meaning, but we should not misunderstand this as meaning that the Japanese
are negative people and have not defined any pleasures for themselves. In fact, by accepting
the aspect of mortality in the concept of Mujo, the Japanese are trying to enjoy the aspect of
survival. The Japanese consider watching cherry blossoms as a pleasure and are aware of their
transience and do not try to escape it.

Innovation

In this article, the concept of Mujo is viewed from the perspective of the concept of "time." In
Japanese thinking, Mujo means accepting the transitory nature of time and not connecting it
to eternity. That is why, in Japanese architecture, wood is preferred to stone because wood is
worn out over time and is not eternal. Also, the absence of traditions such as the
mummification of the dead or the search for the elixir of life is also evidence of absence of the
concept of eternity in the Japanese worldview. In the Japanese language, this kind of
worldview can be seen because the language is, of course, the reflection of the thoughts,
emotions, and realities of a nation. In the Japanese language, the words and terminology of
cursing are not applicable. Cursing indicates a linear assumption of "time" and the pursuit of
a persistent torment along this line. It does not separate the past from the present and the
present from the future, or in other words, cursing refers to the rejection of transience and
the desire to attach it to eternity. But the Japanese are not interested in this way of thinking.
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