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1. Ninian Smart
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1. Human Consciousness
2. Worldview Analysis

3. Humanistic Eduaction
4. Understanding

5. Preaching
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1. European Enlightenment
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1. Plural
2. Open-ended
3. Approach
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1. Systematic

2. Structural Empathy
3. Comparative

4. Cross-cultural

5. Thematic
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1. Permanence
2. Permanence
3. Labor Theory of Value

4. Consciousness & Practice
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1. Billy Graham & Pope John Paul IT

2. Moccasins
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1. Buddhaghosa

2. Confucius

3. Epoche

4. Descriptive Success
5. Agnostic & Atheist
6. Cross-disciplinary

7. Context of Religion
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1. Catechisms

2. Ministe

3. Rabbi

4. Dimensions

5. The Practical and Ritual Dimension

6. Ritual of Sacrifice

7. Liturgy
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1. Meditation

2. Formal

3. Elaborate

4. Inner Intention

5. Worldly Existence
6. Nirvana

7. Ultimate Reality
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4. Conversion

5. Monistic Tradition
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7. The Narrative or Mythic Dimension
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1. Grace
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3. The Social and Institutional Dimension
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5. The Material Dimension
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Abstract

Ninian Smart, a distinguished contemporary pioneer of religious studies, moving
away from traditional religious studies known as theology, considers his studies to be
historical, comparative (in his favorite term cross-cultural), interdisciplinary as well
as phenomenological and empathic, and presents his model as an analytical one. His
model offers seven interconnected dimensions for the religion: rituals, experimental,
mythological, doctrinal and philosophical, ethical and legal, social and institutional,
and material. On the other hand, mystical theology in comparison with the Smarts
view, through a model developed by Seyyed Haider Amoli (720 - after 787 H.), offers a
type of spiritual-subjective and intuitive way that creates a phenomenological distance
- to stay away from presuppositions and prejudices — and has the ability to show
essentialist empathy in religious studies. This empathy, in the modern non-mystical
phenomenology, does not go beyond mere mental and emotional empathy. Although
Smarts model introduces pluralistic dimensions of religion, and is broader in the
analysis of worldviews and religions, it is not able to deeply analyze dimensions of
religion as compared with the mystical-unitary model. The sharia-tarighat-haghighat
mystical model in its tripartite structure involves the metaphor of »the way» while
providing a deep relationship between the dimensions of religion; this metaphor has
a symbolic importance for the analysis of religious traditions as the manifestations of
trans-historical realities in a historical and temporal path.

Keywords: Ninian Smart, modern religious studies, mystical religious studies, the
dimensions of religion, historical-comparative studies, religious model.

1. Assistant Professor in Philosophy of Islamic Word, Faculty of Theology & Islamic Studies,
University of Imam Sadiq, Tehran, Iran.
Email: sepehri@isu.ac.ir

Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

47

Abstract




Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

48

Vol. 8
No. 4
Autumn 2016

Bibliography

Alqoshayry, A. (1413/1992). Al-resala Alqoshayrya fi elm al-tasavvof [Alqoshayrya
writings in Sufi knowledge]. Beirut: Dar Al-Xayr.

Amoli, H. (1382/2003). Anvar al-haqiqa va atvar al-tariqa va asrar al-Saria [The
lights of truth and modes of sufi path and secrets of sharia] (Research of Al-Sayed
Mohsen Al-Moussawi Al-Tabrizi). Qom: Nur Ala Nur/Light Upon Light Publishing
Company.

Amoli, H. (1384/2005). Jame' al-asrar va manba’ al-anvar [A comprehensive collection
of secrets and source of lights] (Correction and Introduction By H. Corbin, O.
I. Yahya; & J. Tabatabai, Trans.; Nor-al Erfan Software). Tehran, Iran: Serkat-e
Entesarat-e Elmi va Farhangi/Scientific and Cultural Publishing Company.

Erricker, C. (1385/2006). Rahyaftha-ye padidar$enaxti-ye motale'e-ye din
[Phenomenological approaches to the study of religion] (A. Shahbazi, Trans.).
Journal of Pazuhes va Howze/Research and Howzah, 7(2), 142-182.

Framrz Gharamaleki, A. (1380/2001). Ravessendsi-ye motaleat-e dini [ The methodology
of religious studies]. Mashhad: Razavi University of Islamic Sciences.

London, S. (1392/2013). Ayande-ye din? Talfiggerayi, hamayandgerayi va tahavvolat-e
digar adyan dar jahan-e mo'aser dar goft-o-gu-ye London Scott ba Ninian Smart
[The future of religion? Syncretism, integration and the other developments of
religions in the contemporary world: An interview with Ninian Smart] (E. Tashtzar,
& H. Heidari, Trans.). Journal of Ketab-e Mah-e Din/Month Book of The Religion,
17(76), 7-10.

Nasafi, A. (1962). Ketab al-ensan al-kamel [The book of perfect human] (Correction:
Mazhyran Mole). Tehran, Iran: French Iranian Studies in Tehran.

Nasr, S. H. (1383/2004). Armanha va vagelyatha-ye Islam [Ideals and realities of
Islam] (Sh. Abbasi, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Daftar-e Pazuhe$ va Nasr-e Suhrawardi/
Suhrawardi Research and Publication Office.

Razi, N. (1352/1973). Mersad al-ebad [Den of servants]. Tehran, Iran: Bongah-e Tarjome
va Nasr-e Ketab/Book Translation and Publishing Corporation.

Smart, N. (1983). World views, crosscultural explorations of human beliefs. New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons.

Smart, N. (1984). The religious experience of mankind. New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sans.

Smart, N. (1987). Comparative-historical method. M. Eliade, (Ed.), In: Encyclopedia of
religion (Vol. 3; PP. 571-574), New York: Macmilan Inc.

Smart, N. (1993). The world’s religions. London: Cambridge.

Smart, N. (1997). Reflections in the mirror of religion. In J. P. Burris (Ed.), United States
ST. Martin’s Press Inc.



COPYRIGHTS

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with publication rights granted
to the ISIH Journal.

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the
Creative Commons Attribution.

License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

HOW TO CITE THIS ARTICLE

Sepehri, M. (2016). Religious studies from the viewpoint of Ninian Smart
and a reflection on it from a mystical perspective: An interdisciplinary
approach to theology, religious studies, and mysticism. Journal of
Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 8(4), 225-245. doi: 10.22035/
isih.2016.240

oS Sl Al ol by L3>

L 5,0 o551 0Ty o 5 plomd Ol o825 51 sl s Solallan . (VWRB) (Shgo ¢ (S g
(el sl o (et Oles Solallls aolidoas Obye 5 uliiins IS o glanty Ol 3559,
doi: 10.22035/isih.2016.240 .YY8=Y¥0 «(F)A

http://www.isih.ir/article_240.html




