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Education in Pre-lsam’sIran: A critical view on a historical
theory in educational sciences
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The history of education in Iran is of great importance and it is because of a
historical interconnection between the two Iran and Islamic civilizations. More
attempts by historians are now in great demand in order to reveal its various
dimensions from different points of view. The introduction of Islam into the Iranian
society gave rise to basic changes in genera structure of religious beliefs, social
institutes and political system which endured for centuries. Hence, the discovery of
the factors that caused the fall of the Sassanid dynasty has been of great interest for
the historians. In this regard, having emphasized on negative functions of class-
based educational system of the time, many educational historians consider the lack
of access to general education by ordinary people as a basic reason for this fall.
Many others stress on the crucial role of the educational system in establishing pre-
Islamic Iranian civilization. Having these opposing views in mind, the present paper
reviews the status of education in pre-lslamic Iran and emphasizes that the
hypothesis which says the fall of the Sassanid dynasty has been the outcome of
class-based educational system needsto be revised.
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