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! guidelines if gender-free materials.
2 National Council of Teachers of English.
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Gender Biasin Iranian High School New EFL Textbooks
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Textbook evaluation is an essential component of syllabus design and materials
development. The investigation of gender bias is an indispensable part of such
evaluation. The present study aimed to investigate gender bias representation in the
new lranian EFL textbooks at the high school level for grades 10 and 11, namely
Visions | & Il, designed and written by the Organization for Research and
Pedagogical Planning of Textbooks in 1395, and 1396. Gender bias was studied in 5
categories of visibility, firstness, generic masculine constructions, gender-linked
occupations and activities. Results indicated significant degrees of prejudice against
women and in favor of men in both books. Due to the crucial role of gender biased
materials in shaping sexist attitudes in students, it is highly suggested that the
Ministry of Education in Iran pay critical attention to reduction and elimination of
gender discrimination in textbooks.
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