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Berbers’ Political and Military Relationships with
the Umayyad Caliphs of Andalusia (755-1031 AD)

Sohrab Eslami*
Younes Farahmand?

Abstract: Berber warriors had played an important role in revitalizing the Umayyad since the
reign of Abdulrahman Daakhil up to the caliphate era (755-788 AD). Due to their military features
and capabilities, Berbers always had a prominent position in all of Umayyad era and therefore,
some of them were able to become commanders of Umayyad Army. Leaders and caliphs of
Andalusia were assisted by Berbers to suppress the rebellions; however, the monopoly and
Arabism of Umayyad rulers led to disputes between these two allies which continued until the last
days of the Umayyad era, causing a variety of religious, political, and tribal riots by the Berbers.
The present paper aims to explore the political and military relationships of the Berbers with the
Umayyad of Andalusia. It attempts to present a realistic picture of Berbers’ political and military
relationships with the Umayyad rulers of Andalusia. This objective is achieved only through
describing and analyzing the events. It can be said that Berbers’ political and military ties with
Umayyad rulers were related to the strength of the rulers and the interests of the barbarians.

Keywords: The Berbers, Arabs, Umayyad of Andalusia, Berbers riots
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