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medical practice involves viewing as a teyt to be interpreted.
Then the patient is interpreted through a variety of secondary
sources that ultimately form the patient’s medical record. The
interpretive method for the practice of medicine is to cliagnose
a treatment plan. Over time the physical can Verify the results of
his interpretation through the progress of the paticnt. Ultimately
the interpretation allows the patient to approach life a new with
a healed body or mind, while physicianis privileged to enter the
patient’s world.



is not, as some philosophers have suggested, a product of onto-
logical diffierences, but rather a product of the practical and
pragmatic concerns of scientific theorizing in many areas of sci-
ence, such as medicine.

Its Implication for the patient

Robert Veatch and William Stempsey.

Ali Samadi

This essay draw on a central (though controversial) notion in
contemporary philosophy of science — incommensurability, or
the idea that divergent theories may not be assessable by any
measure acceptable to all contending perspectives — and chart
out is consequences for the doctor-patient relationship, with
very suggestive implications for the kind of authority on which
doctors may be said to act in their patients’ behalf. We argue
that, from the production of basic scientific knowledge, through
its uptake by physicians, to its communication to patients, to the
ultimate stage of making a treatment decision, differing theoret-
ical and value commitments are continually present and signifi-
cantly affect what is known, expressed, recommended, and per-
formed. This analysis makes the idea look rather naive that
physicians provide the facts while patients provide the values
that go in to medical decision — making.

Hermeneutics and medicine

J. Miecznikowski, kathrin Grinnen

Ali Nekooyi

Hermeneutics is traditianally defined as the practice and theory
of interpretation.

Examining interpretations of medicine one can see at ork many
hermeneutical concepts that are traditionally applied to classical
hermeneutical subjects. One possible hermeneutical approach to
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medicine, and (2) philosophy of medicine’s relation with the
philosophy of science. T argue that a usually overlooked aspect
of Kuhnian paradigms, namely, their characteristic of being
“exemplars”, is of considerable significance in the biomedical
sciences. I describe those differences and maintain that they are
these differentiating features that require the use of more com-
parative and analogical reasoning in medicine. 1 suggest that
Kitcher’s recent introduction of the notion if a ‘practice’ may
have similar implications if it is construed to contion more ana-
logical elements than he appears to recognize in his initial for-
mulation. Finally I argue that though Gorovitz and Maclntyre’s
characterization of medicine as a “science of particulars” bears
some simtlarities with my thesis, I maintain that such a position
without careful qualification can lead to ignoring both the nature
of generalizations in these sciences and their role as positive
analogies tying together a family of overlapping models.

Exemplary reasoning a comment on theory structure in bio-
medicine

Arthur L, caplan

abdolvahab fakhr vaseri

The contributions that the philosophy of medicine can make to
both the philosophy of science and the practice of science have
been obscured in recent years by an overemphasis on personali-
ties rather than critical themes. Two themes have dominated
general discussion and dynamic gradualism. These themes are
defined and considered in light of Kenneth Schaffner’s argument
that theories in biomedicine have a structure and logic unlike
that found in theories of the natural sciences. Schaffner’s argu-
ments are suggestive but not definitive as a refutation of
methodological essentialism. | argue that a primary reason for
differences in the logic and structure of theories in biomedicine



medicine is a distinct discipline or a branch of the philosophy of
sctence has provoked vigorous arguments.

Philosophy of medicine:Towards A Diffinition

Edmound pellegrino

ahmad reza hemmati

This essay proposed three ways in which philosophy and medi-
cine might engage each other. The first mode of relationship is
that of medicine and philosophy. The second mode of relation-
ship is that of philosophy in medicine. The third mode of rela-
tionship, philosophy of medicine, concentrates on a philosophi-
cal inquiry into medicine — qua — medicine but a philosophy of
medicine serves to build up a repository of propositions explain-
ing the nature of medical activity. The elaboration of these propo-
sitions, their critical examination, their synthesis into a coherent
theoretical whole is the business of the philosophy of medicine.

The concept of health, illness and disease

Artur caplan

Hassan miandari

Caplan In his essay analyses the concept of health, illness and
disease, he explains why this analysis is more than a mere aca-
demic endevoure and has many important social , legal and etc.
He consideres three different approaches evolutionary, stastical
and normative.

Exemplar reasoning about biological models and diseases: a
relation between the philosophy of medicine and philosophy

of science
Kenneth F. schaffner

hadi samadi
This paper discusses (1) the structure of medical science with a
special focus on the role of generalizations and universals in



Philosophy of Medicine

Kenneth F. schaffner

Ali Malaekeh

‘The philosophy of medicine can be generally defined as encom-
passing those issues in epistemology, axiology, logic, methodol-
ogy and metaphysics generated by or related to medicine. Issues
have frequently focused on the nature of the practice of medi-
cine, on concepts of health and disease, and on understanding
the kind of knowledge that physicians employ in diagnosing and
treating patients.

The history of philosophical reflections concerning medicine
. reaches back to ancient Greece. Medical knowledge took a fur-
ther step in the nineteenth century with the introduction of clin-
ical pathological correlations, statistical methods, and systemat-
ic experimentation, out of which grew substantive literature
exploring the character of medical reasoning and the framing of
diagnoses. Debates also developed over contrasting physiologi-
cal, ontological, nominalist accounts of disease entities.
Contemporary philosophy of medicine has been concerned with
the nature of medicine in an increasingly scientific context, a
concern that has generated several models of medicine, includ-
ing George Engel’s biopsychosocial model, as well as analyses
of the nature of the physician — patient interaction. The long-
standing debate over the ontological status of health and disease
has been recapitulated and extended by a number of authors,
favouring an objective, statistically — based account, while oth-
ers argue for an irreducible social and valuational element in
these conceps. Several approaches to diagnostic logic, including
Bayesian and computer — based analyses, have been developed,
and sophisticated methods of determining disease causation and
therapeutic efficacy, including analyses of the randomized clin-
ical trial, have also been explored. Whether the philosophy of
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