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Since two decades ago with the increase in dam construction projects in Iran, a major part of the
ancient and historic sites of the country went under water. As mostly, do not exist desirable and
sufficient relationship between Iranian Cultural Heritage, Handicraft and Tourism Organization
(ICHHTO) and other organizations like Ministry of Energy, the budget allocated to the study of
archaeological sites behind dams (that will go under water) has been delayed and postponed. The
consequences of this situation reveal as fast and emergency rescue excavations that in some cases
certainly this haste greatly will reduce the quality of archaeological studies.

From scientific and technical perspective and according to directors of dam excavation projects
experience, generally believe that fast and emergency excavation it is not only and surest way to
preserve and protect of ancient sites; why, given the little time and lack of adequate funding for dam
archaeological projects, of course, excavations excavate only a small parts of the archaeological sites.
Archaeological excavation experience carried out in several dams like, Seimareh, Sivand, Gotvand,
etc, shows that more than one hundred archaeological sites have been surveyed and introduced
behind the dams and only a handful of them were excavated in one or two seasons, which is only
includes less than 10% of the sites and this method cannot be a good strategy for carrying out research
projects. Using the boat for going to the sites for excavation, as well as other serious problems in this
regard should be add to emergency excavation projects problems.

Opening some deep and step trenches (10%10m, 5%X5m, etc.) and soundings provide good
possibility for penetrating of water into archaeological sites depth. But recent experience shows that
the life of these dams is not more than a century and essentially after some time which the dam’s
performance goes down slowly, the dams release water from the dams behind and it will be empty.
There are many samples show that after the drying of the rivers and river beds different archaeological
sites have been revealed which shows that these site despite being underwater were not faced with
huge damage and provide a suitable ground for new research and studies in archaeological sites. The
only damage done over the years to these sites, were water infiltration and formation of a black and
gray layers (30-50cm) visible at the surface of the sites. So it can be concluded that if a scientific
restoration be done for preventing of water penetration to archaeological sites for a century, may be
it will be possible to provide suitable ground for protecting archaeological sites from horrible damage
in dam projects.

In this regard, it seems that some solutions can be done before dewatering; the first possible
attempt could be sounding for delaminating and providing registration certificate of dam archaeo-
logical site. The second attempt could be covering the surface of the sites with a layer of impermeable
barrier (such as compact clay or any non-permeable materials) gives this possibility that after the
useful life of the dam and the need for scientific research and excavation this covered layer should
be remove for further research. Final and third solution could be excavation of these sites.
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In this regard it should be mentioned that a few thousand archaeological sites that need for ex-
cavation in different parts of Iran which the budget of this dam archaceological projects could be
spent there, because most of dam archaeological sites are not in priority for excavation (in Iran there
are very important sites apart from these site) and certainly these dam sites be placed on the priorities
for future excavations.

As mentioned above if excavation be the final solution for dam archaeological projects Iranian
Cultural Heritage Organization ICHHTO) and Iranian Center for Archaeological Research (ICAR)
should be mange the time and consider at least ten years for these dam archaeological projects that
excavation teams have enough times for scientific research.
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Fig.1: Silveh Dam Archaeological Project; Trenches
opened in different parts of the Silveh Site in Piranshahr,
West Azerbaijan
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Fig. 2: Gunespan Pa Tepe Malayer, Typical Medes Period Site in Zagros Region went underwater in Malayer Dam
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