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Realism/anti-realism controversy has always been crucial in the history
of philosophy, so that it has affected all philosophical areas, including
religious belief, in which admitting realistic/anti-realistic approach has
a wide range of influences in all religious concepts. After shedding
some lights on preliminary issues concerning the nature and kinds of
formulation of realism/anti-realism controversy, the present study is
aimed at analyzing and comparing two kinds of Anti-realism: Don
Cupitt’s one which relies on his reading of modern philosophy
(especially Nietzsche’s), and D. Z. Phillips’s one which uses
Wittgenstein’s later philosophy of language. Based on these
foundations, they end with elimination of metaphysics and lead to one
kind of relativism. So, application of these views on religious belief
leads their attention to practical aspects rather than conceptual and
theoretical ones. At this very point, Paul Badham, on the contrary,
believes as a realist that performing rituals and prayers, in the absence
of religious notions would be impossible, and having a realistic
approach to the one who is worshiped (hamely God), is an inherent part
of religious practices. Finally, we show that these kinds of Anti-realism
face with the problems which are insurmountable. Also, we will show
that Badham’s Realism is not strong enough to cope with Ani-realism.

Keywords: religious realism, religious anti-realism, relativism, Cupitt,
Badham, Phillips

1. PhD Student of Philosphy of Religion, Institute for Humanities and Cultural
Studies, Tehran, Iran. Email: a.sadeghi61@gmail.com



Philosophy of Religion Research (N@amah-i Hikmat),
Vol. 14, No. 1 (Serial 27), Spring & Summer 2016

Contents

Kierkegaard’s Religious Understanding of “Subjectivity”
Mohammad Asghari and Neda Mohajel

Al-Ghazali on the Training Role of Prophets in Human's
Epistemic Development
Mitra (Zahra) Poursina

The Impact of Prayer on the Orderly Cosmos: A Comparative
study of Mortaza Mutahhari and Eleonore Stump
Omehani Jarrahi and Abd-al-Rasool Kashfi

Analogical Theology or Gradational Theology
Aflatun Sadeghi

Religious Realism vs. Anti-realism: Revisiting Don Cupitt, Paul
Badham and D. Z. Phillips
Ali Sadeqi

Invention of the meaning in Sartre’s view and criticism in
accordance with cognitivism principles

Davoud Sedighi and Amirabbas Alizamani

Optimistic Naturalism and the Meaning of Life
Masud Tusi Saeedi

Mulla Sadra on the Relation between Religious Language and
Reality
Vahide Fakhar Noghani and Sayyid Morteza Hoseini Shahrudi

A New Recast of Godel's Ontological Argument in Hajek’s
Language

Mohammad Maarefi and Mohsen Feyzbakhsh

Thomas Aquinas on Imperfect and Perfect Happiness and
Seeing God

Hosein Hooshangi and Mansooreh Maleki

Subscription Form
Abstracts (in English)

23

47

69

91

119

143

165

183

205

223
225



In the name of Allah the compassionate the merciful

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION

Biannual Journal of Philosophy of Religion
Vol. 14, No. 1, (Serial 27), Spring & Summer 2016

Publisher: Imam Sadiq (p.b.u.h) University
Director: Hoseinali Sa'di
Editor in Chief: Reza Akbari
Literary Editor: Mohamad Ebrahim Baset
Director of Executive Affairs: Amir Hossein Mohamadpur

Editorial Board:
Gholamhosein Ebrahimi Dinani (professor)
Reza Akbari (professor)
Ahmad Pakatchi (assistant professor)
Mohsen Javadi (professor)
Mohsen Jahangiri (professor)
Najafqoli Habibi (associate professor)
Sayyed Hasan Sa'adat Mostafavi (professor)
Mohammad Sa'idi Mehr (professor)
Boyouk Alizadeh (assistant professor)
Ahad Faramarz Qaramaleki (professor)
Mohammd Kazem Forgani (assistant professor)
Reza Mohammadzadeh (associate professor)
Zia Movahhed (professor)
Abdollah Nasri (professor)
Hosein Hooshangi (associate professor)

240 Pages / 30000 RIS
Imam Sadiq (p.b.u.h) University, Modiriat Bridge,
Shahid Chamran Exp.way Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Scientific & Editorial Affairs:

Departement of Islamic Philosophy and Kalam, Faculty of Theology
Tel: 88094001-5 Fax: 88385820 E-mail: pfdin@isu.ac.ir
www.nameh-i-hikmat.journals.isu.ac.ir
Management of Technical and Printing: Management of Production and
Publication of Scientific Works
Tel: 88084001-5 (528), Fax: 88094915, E-mail: mag@isu.ac.ir
Management of Sales and Distribution: Sales and Distribution Office
Tel: 88084001-5 (512), Fax: 88094915



