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Pic5: The intensification of
spatial separation between
the two sides of the river and
vast terracing. Source: Archive
of Nazar research center.
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Table1: A change in Tehran comprehensive planning
approach to urban river valleys in half a century.

Source: Farmanfarmayan, 1968, Atek consulting engineers,
1989, Boom Sazgan Consulting engineers, 2006.
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Table3: Goals and garden features of Javanmardan Park narrated by design consultants. Source: Atak consulting engineers, 2011.
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Pic1: The importance of Kan River in
creating a natural structure due to
spatial continuity of the river from

north to south of Tehran. Source:
Archive of Nazar research center.
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Pic4: Invading the original
identity of the site and
destroying the evocative
serene landscape has resulted
in ecosystem damage and extra
expenditures in maintenance.
Source: Archive of Nazar
research center, Atek
Consulting engineers.
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Pic6: Visual disturbances
resulting from unplanned poor
layout elements and illegible
furniture designed by the
consulting engineers.

Source: Archive of Nazar
research center.
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Pic3: The beginning of the riverbed destruction
and implementation of Javanmardan Park
(27.03.2011) and implementation of the next
phase of the project over the Hemmat highway
accompanied by river landscape destruction that
has led to an unidentified and unseemly space.

Source: Archive of Nazar research center, Atek %
Consulting Engineers.
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The gap between the objectives and strategies outlined in the organizing plan for Kan
River valleys in local and thematic master plan of 2006 and organizing plan of Kan River
valley and its surrounding by Armanshahr consulting engineers and major and minor
policies of Atak consulting engineers as the major plan of this project are mainly discussed
in this paper.

Having compared the policies and purposes of upstream plans in organizing of Kan River
valley and transforming it into a tourism zone of Tehran city and its obtained results

in “Javanmardan Iran”, two main factors are recognized for failure of project definition
(Maintaining the natural quality of the valley as one of the most important elements of the
city and creating personality, identity and visibility alongside the river). The first factor
counts for lack of understanding of consultant designers in recognizing landscape values
of the site and landscaping elements of Kan river valley while the second one roots from
lack of sufficient technical experience in the design and implementation of landscape
architecture in the river bed. While utilizing the river valley potential and generating

a tourism zone was primarily planned in the early stages of development and project
definition and management. In fact, the designers’ impose landscape and non-landscape
identity while changing the valuable natural landscape; a landscape which was aimed for
regeneration and conservation.

Kan River valley, Javanmardan Park, Organizing plan of Kan River.
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its surrounding area, Tehran: Institution of Tehran
development plan.

® Atek consulting engineers. (1989) Master organiz-
ing plan of Tehran, Tehran: Ministry of housing and
urban development

® Atek consulting engineers. (2011). Javanmardan
Park progress report, Tehran: Municipality of the 22nd
district.

® Boom Sazgan consulting engineers. (2006) Com-
prehensive plan of Tehran (2006); Abstract of results
and main achievements, Tehran: Ministry of Housing
and Urbanism-Municipality of Tehran.

® Boom Sazgan consulting engineers. (2006). Local
and thematic plans of comprehensive plan of Tehran
(2006), Tehran: Ministry of Housing and Urban-
ism-Municipality of Tehran.

@ Farmanfarmaian, A. (1966). Comprehensive plan
of Tehran; first phase - general idea - third volume -
urbanism general idea. Tehran: planning organizing.
® Saberi, Amir. (2011). Floodwater and urbanism in
Tehran, Tehran: Raviyeh Publications.

\raFOMU|r|guﬁ| 1885 23 .y



Specified Issue

Imposed or Natural Identity?
Javanmardan Park,
Landscaping in Kan Valley

Ayda Alehashemi, Ph.D. in Landscape Architecture,
ayda.alehashemi@yahoo.com

Yousef Bagheri, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, University
of Tehran,
yousefbagheri788@yahoo.com

Erfan Akhavan, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, University

of Tehran,
erfan.akhavan@gmail.com

(0 AR INENZER | No.31 | Summer 2015

sbol o 43 (s ASTas CIBD : ¥ ynguad
ko g Al Sy oo g dildg, Colw
28 36l8 Sy 4 85 (o @ puilonial
oW | s\:ﬁ; Sy Al g ‘_;)s\ép

1 8 g5y gads T dslo

Pic2: Maximum maximum
interference in river landscape
and unprofessional imposition of
a heterogeneous geometry and
landscape. Source: Archive of Nazar
research center.

The streams and river valleys of southern hillside of Alborz Mountains have
created a special geographical and topographical situation for Tehran city. The rigid and
confined approach in confronting river valleys of Tehran in development plans of 1968
has ignored their structural role in providing a city life. It has changed these rivers into a
disposal channel for surface water, sewage and a dangerous spot in Tehran city. In master
Plan of Tehran (2006), potential river valleys in shaping and defining the spatial organizing
of tourism zones Tehran was on the agenda of urban management. Kan River Valley
was assigned a tourism element of the city and and an organizing plan for the river was
legislated. Javanmardan Park along Kan River valley, located between Hemmat and Hakim
highways, within the 5th and 22nd district, was projected and implemented as a product of
these policies.

Today, after more than 3 years of implementation, the questions on transformation of this
significant project into one of the worst parks is still queried. Why a project on this scale
with a special emphasis of upstream documents and urban management happen to fail

in the end? Why with regeneration aims of river valley, this project is not only successful
in attracting audiences, but also changing to a factor in the destruction of the natural and
cultural identity of the river valley?

This article explains the reasons why Javanmardan Park ignored the primary purposes

of organizing and generation based on existing documents and the process of definition,
planning, design and implementation.





