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Exposition of ministry and prominent ministers’ status
in Iran according to the book “Tohfe”

Abstract

Amongst the texts with the form of the Book of Rules for
Kings or Advice Books which has a magnificent literary and
political style, the Persian Manner of Kings are noticeable, that
provide a great source of information on ministry phenomenon
in Iran. Minister had such a main role in political and
governmental affairs in Iran and Islam that in many cases the
weakness or the powerfulness of kings was depended on that.
The status of minister caused the historians, researchers and
authors of Advice Books to put this position of authority under
consideration from political and ethical perspectives. The
importance of this issue was from one side due to the major
role of minister in Iran’s bureaucracy, and by the other side for
the special position of ministry role in the eyes of the Manner
of Kings books’ authors. The Book “Tohfe” is one of the the
texts that discussed ministry from the political and ethical
views and authored by an anonymous writer at 8" century.
This book being authored from a courtier-scholar’s point of
view, discussed the essence and necessity of ministry status,
the essential manners and ethics for that, and introduced the
prominent ministers of Iran and Islam’s history. By the use of
analytic and descriptive methods and based on creditable
library sources, this study aims to explain the status of
ministers according to the prominent ministers in “Tohfe”, and
finally provide an organized information on them.
Keywords:Tohfe, ministry,, behavior,manner of kings.
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