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Recognizing Genius loci in Designing Children’s Spaces, Due to
the Phenomenological Ideas of Norberg-Schulz

Reyhaneh Nikravesh!
Maryam Ghasemi Sichani?

Abstract

Christian Norberg- Schulz explained his ideas about the phenomenology of architec-
ture, indebted to Martin Heidegger’s opinions and believed that one of the main strate-
gies for identification of the place is creating meaningful environments. Schulz can
be considered as one of theorists who created new ideas in architecture after Gideon
and believed that considering to other scientific fields is necessary to achieve the true
nature of architecture. In fact the phenomenological approach can be understood as an
interdisciplinary species that explain about existence and cognition in other fields like
designing different spaces. Accordingly emphasizing on interdisciplinary trends and
studies can help to identify and understand the multiple issues and by studying the dif-
ferent approaches, the scientific expansion of the problem’s aspects will be possible.
This article with an Interdisciplinary and phenomenological point of view and due to
the main ideas of Norberg- Schulz, analyses the concept of place and space and also the
importance of concerning about children’s spaces. So at first a brief knowledge about
the book of Norberg-Schulz in phenomenological approach will be achieved and by
studying the opinions of other theorists, some results about the importance of consider-
ing the concept of genius loci in architectural spaces will be achieved. In this document,
by using the descriptive- analytical method and by means of data collection, including
studies, library and documentation, the relating concepts and strategies of improving
the quality of children’s spaces, is analyzed. According to this article, It could be said
that meanings, culture and history of a place, include identifying factors that cause
creating memories and a sense of belonging to the place for individuals and thus the
formation of their personality in childhood. So one of the main tasks of modern archi-
tects is creating a sense of space in children’s spaces and reminding their tradition and
cultural identity in this way, so that children can establish a close relationship between
the past, present and future.

Keywords: Genius loci, children, phenomenology, Norberg Schulz, interdisciplinary.
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