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A Study on the Sea routes from Siraf to China
according to Abu Zeyd Sirafi’s travelogue

Shahrbanoo Delbari'
Gholamhosein Beshkani?

Abstract: In early Islamic era the trade routes from Islamic lands and Asia to China
were busy with Muslim tradesmen’s frequent traveling to China. The engagement of the
land routes which crossed over the middle Asia through Silk Road dates back to the pre-
Islamic era whereas the Sea routes had been utilizing since long before that age. From the
conquest of Iraq on, the Sea routes to China subsequently became busier via Persian Gulf.
It resulted to the development of the Sea trades as well as to the establishment of Islamic
colonies in China. Emphasizing on the historical sources and researches conducted on
Islamic world- China’s historical geography fields; this study is to learn the Sea routes from
Siraf to China according to Abu Zeyd Sirafi’s sea travelogue.

Key words: China, journey, Muslims, Sea routes, trade, Abu Zeyd Sirafi
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— Huang Ray. China a macro history. Armonk, Ny, M. E. Sharpe, 1997.
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