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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to evaluate sustained
attention and response inhibition as two components
of executive functions in 5 to8 years[_bld children
with specific language impairment and comparing
the results with their age match peers. Method: In
this cross sectional-comparative and analytic-
descriptive study, 76 children aged 5 to 8 (20 SLI
and 56 aged matched) were evaluated using
Continuous Performance Tests (CPT) (sustained
attention), Go No Go (response inhibition) and
Persian Specific Language Impairment Battery. The
data were analyzed by independent t-test. Results:
Children with SLI were significantly different
(P<0/05) in components of executive function
including commission errors in  Continuous
Performance Test, commission errors and total
score in Go No Go test as compared with their age
matched group. The results showed that the
performance of sustained attention and response
inhibition skill of children with SLI was poorer than
their age matched peers.Conclusion: Deficiencies
of children with SLI are not limited to different
levels of language, but they are also limited in
cognitive skills such as executive functions.
Therefore, it is recommended that clinicians pay
attention to other skills such as executive functions
during assessment and intervention of SLI children.
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1) self-regulation

2) shifting

3) self-initiation

4) planning

5) cognitive flexibility

6) response inhibition

7) sustain attention

8) organizing

9) working memory

10) Visual Continuous Performance Task(CPT)
11) Visual spatial loop

12) visual vigilance

13) PLI = pragmatic language impairment
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