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The Function of Chronological Gaps
in Narrator Reliability at First Part of Available
Tarikh_i Bayhaqi

Mohammad Ragheb'

Abstract: Tarikh i Bayhaqi as an important text in the history of Persian literature is
mostly admired for a truthful and impartial narration of history. Nevertheless in this article
we try to show that in some cases Bayhaqi has neglected deliberately to mention some
topics. In ordre to broach the subject we are using nuanced and sligtly modified version of
Gerard Genette’s narratological approch to time.

Apparently Bayhaqi presents events respecting a linear ordre of time, but the mass of
flashback and flashforward narratives sometimes fill chronological gaps. In the first half of
the book, a narratological study shows some gaps which are covered with no or a short and
uncertain report.

In this investigation first we divided the text to some large pieces and discovered the
gaps focusing on the beginning and the end of the time laps. Then we compared Bayhaqy’s
data with other historians and analyzed probable contents of some gaps. Finally we studied
the relation of time gaps and narrator reliability. The findings show that the report,
interpretation or sometimes poor evaluation has slightly tarnished Bayhaqi’s reliablity.

Keywords: Tarikh i Bayhaqi, Chronological gap, Narrator reliability, Order,
Anachrony

1 Assistant professor, Department of Persian Language and literature, Shahid Beheshti University,
ragebmohamad@ut.ac.ir
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