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Ashura Literature in Persian:
Its Development and Perfection

Mahrokh Ahemeh

The great epic of Ashura and the epoch-making movement of Imam al-
Husayn has proved so sublime that inspires any truth-seeking person to
reflect on it. Though over 1,000 years have passed since its taking place, the
profundity of the event of Ashura makes every thoughtful person find
something brand new in connection with it. The secret of this permanence
and eternality lies in the fact that it has got connection with the purely
human instinct and his fundamental beliefs. It has since inspired poets to
admire this matchless movement with no expectation to earn any money out
of it. In Persian literature, this movement has started from the second half of
the fourth/ tenth century in effect of the contributions made by moralist and
devout poets. The present paper attempts to trace back the origins of this
literary and ritualistic movement.

Keywords: Persian ritualistic literature, poetry, Ashura poetry, Ashura-
oriented poetry, development of Persian literature.

Remarks on ""May salaam be
bestowed upon you, O Aba "Abd Allah*

Dr.Muhammad-Reza Fakhr-Rohani

The Arabic formulaic sentence bl Ll L SCle oMl "May salaam be

bestowed upon you, O Aba "Abd Allah [i.e.,, Imam al-Husayn]" proves
replete with several aspects, hence its multifunctionality in various Shiite
discourses, e.g., historical, linguistic, doctrinal, political, and ritual. The
article discusses such aspects and demonstrates its capacity for such
semantic and ritual load.

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn, Aba “Abd Allah, ziarat-text, Shiite religious
politeness, Ashura.



movement. He encountered several Umayyad agents since the Ashura
afternoon to his return and settlement back in Medina. Throughout these
events, he made use of a special logic and rhetoric to disclose the real face of
the Umayyad hegemony.

Keywords: Arguments, Ashura, Imam al-Sajjad.

The Transformation Process of the Event of Ashura
to the Ashura School of Thought by Imam al-Husayn

Dr. Mohsen Heydarniya

The tragic event of Karbala/ Ashura has since left its profound impact on
the Muslim/ Shiite community. The transformation process that has changed
this event into a full-fledged school of thought was not something gradual,
rather it was too fast to admit any gradation. This transformation took place
on the very day of Ashura, right in the cradle of the same tragic event, all in
effect of the personality of Imsm al-Husayn, not due to the lectures of
Muslim preachers. Hence, analyses done on Ashura cannot be making and
introducing a new school of thought, rather all these efforts are just activities
to analyse and understand the school in question. This paper proves it based
on athoritative sources and a chain of the events that took place.

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn, the event of Karbala, tragedy, school of
thought

Ashura Amongst the Indian Husayni Brahmins:
An Analytical Survey of its Philosophy

Dr. Farzaneh Azamlotfi

The epic of Ashura has been a perfect model for Muslims throughout
history. Soon after the call of Imam al-Husayn for help, history has proved to
voice several answers here and there. Despite the Umayyads' futile edict to
hold happy ceremonies on Ashura to send its memory into oblivion and
make the whole scene blurred, Ashura has since received various
proponents. In India, Husayni Brahmins regard the Hindu characters Ka bat
and Cha raan as devotees of the Ahl al-Bayt. They believe that Yazid was an
evil character; they staunchly believe in Imam al-Husayn. The Indian
Husayni Brahmins commemorate the Ashura episode right from the first eve
of Muharram and continue it for sixty-eight days, i.e., the eighths of the
Arabic month Rabi” al-Awwal. The present paper deals with live memory of
Ashura amongst the Hindus and Husayni Brahmins of India.

Keywords: Ashura, Husayni Brahmins, Hindus, Indian Husayni rites.

Abstract
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profoundly leads us to such role models that can function as fine examples
for today people. Moreover, knowing them sheds light on certain unclear
aspects of the event in question. The companions manifested such
characteristics and merits as knowledge, cognizance, insightfulness, high
self-esteem, libral-mindedness, sincerity, valor, religious zeal, forbearance,
fraternity, and strict adherence to Imam al-Husayn.

Keywords: Ashura, companions of Imam al-Husayn, characteristics and
merits

Muslim b. Aqil as an Instance of Man's Freedom to Decide
Dr. Mostafa Delshad-Tehrani

The events of Karbala and Ashura cannot be limited to a certain era and
geographical location; it goes beyond the confines of history and geography.
One of outstanding aspects of this event lies in the choices its characters
made in critixal moments of history. As man is a creature that makes
decisions when confronted to several choices, these choices may turn one's
destiny. Man's choices come from four elements, i.e., understandings,
associations, wishes, and education. One of significant choices in the event
of Ashura was the decision made by Muslim.b. Agil at a critical moment
when he deliberately refused to assassinate "Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad in the
house of Hani b. "Urwah, all due to the stricts prophetic ban for such
assassinations. Hence, the course of history took another route. This
deliberate choice was based on Muskim b. “Aqil's profound understanding of
Islamic teachings, his rightful taking side with the desire to help the right
path, and the lessons he took from the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad,
Imam "Ali, and Imam al-Husayn. The present paper is a critical-cum-
historical reading of the same event.

Keywords: Decision-making, Muslim b. “Agqil, Karbala, Ashura, school of
Imam al-Husayn

The Logic of Imam "Ali al-Sajjad's
Harangues on the Ashura Movement

Dr. Muhammad Ranjbar-Husayni and Tahereh Attar

Imam "Ali al-Sajjad's harangues and arguments were indeed amongst the
factors that eternalized the Ashura movement and the aims of the Husayni



ABSTRACTS

The Ritusls and Aims of the Infallibleb
Imams’ Mourning Imam al-Husayn

Dr. Peyman Salehi and Dr. Mahdi Akbarnezhad

The martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn has been the most horrible calamity
that befell the Shiite world. The Infallible Imams seized every single
opportunity to mourn Imam al-Husayn, in addition to the usual mourning
ceremonies they held annually in Muharram. However, the tradition of
mourning Imam al-Husayn has practically gone astray to some extent
throughout history in effect of which it has caused some people to regard it
with some doubtif its course might have led to nowhere, all devoid of any
religious reward and merit. The present descriptive-analytical study attempts
to portray the practices of the Infallible Imams, all based on authoritative
sources. As such, commemoration of Imam al-Husayn's martyrdom has
historically received certain rituals, e.g., abstaining from wearing jewels
during the grief-stricken days, wearing in black, delivering religious lectures,
reciting dirges (nawhas), shedding tears, and expressing condolences.
Besides, it included inviting people to compose mournful poems, instructing
people to go on pilgrimage to the tomb of Imam al-Husayn, informing
people of the aims of Imam al-Husayn's movement, conveying to people the
rewards of mourning Imam al-Husayn, and tremendous effects of showing
sympathy with Imam al-Husayn, e.g., being resurrected together with Imam
al-Husayn, with no sign recorded in the mourner's profile.

Keywords: Imam al-Husayn, the Infallible Imams, Ashura, conduct
(sirah), mourning, lamentation.

Companions of Imam al-Husayn:
Their Characteristics and Merits, Pt. 1

Dr. Muhammad-Reza Sangari

It is essential to know Imam al-Husayn's devout companions so as to
come up with a sound understanding of the event of Ashura. Knowing them

Abstract



