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Domestic Slavery in Allahabad Documents: Late
Timurid India

Mehrdad Ramezannia®

Abstract: Slavery in Indian subcontinent, a function of different variables from religion to
social and legal system, led to a dynamic system relevant to Indian socio- political environment.

The main objective of this article is to redefine Slavery in terms of Domestic Slavery which
has been paid less attention in the social history of slavery in Islamic studies.

Based on Allahabad documents, the study reveals that dispersed forms of slavery system in
India in late Timurid time eventually got shaped within the frame of domestic slavery followed
by “Constant Kinship Slavery”. In this system slavery is considered as the reflection of
“property” and “possession” process. In addition, an extra attempt has been taken to
conceptually unfold some sophisticated terms and metaphors within the documents to introduce
new prospects as well as fresh fields in research. Some illustrations of such terms would be
mentioned as: slave- in- contract, slave- in- sell, slave- in- gift, slave- in- debt, slave- in- marriage
and so on. The findings also made us to face with some categories so- called Slavery Intention
and Commercial and Noncommercial Domestic Slavery.

In this research the matter of date, from late Timurid India in late 18" century to the first half
of 19" century, under the British ruling, is carefully observed. It has to be emphasized that in this
research the jurisprudential and legal aspects of Islamic slavery is out of concern.

Keywords: slavery, slavery system, domestic slavery, Timurid India, kinship

1 PhD in History. Invited lecturer in Mazandaran University  ramezannia.mehrdad@gmail.com
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Slavery and Human David Brauan Davis (1984),Progress, Oxford: Oxford University Press, p. 32.
Liblo STl s oo u..ﬁi_‘ ae de | (g l000 1 (narada) L/, gase  Sbisls (ol dcgeme (guaib ub
(@ 9525 6o > oo 4 45 e (KT0BMA) &y, 50 gl Lisay 5 851 vl &S 5 oS e (@rinajata)
D9 a8 S ol @ S.p 5 &5 wSjoodhprapta) L/pos>
Manjari Dingwaney (1985), ‘Unredeemed Promises; The Law and Servitude’, in Chains of Servitude;
gggdage and Slavery in India, eds. Utsa Patnaik and Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: sangam Books, pp. 284-
2 M. Athar Ali (2006), Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture, New Delhi: Oxford
University Press, p. 5.
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See: Dingwaney, sxais o oils> Wia/fo/L (Muddabar) ,bhge «iligo bg pie 5o 5 g caisliss (rukeek) 5y,
pp. 292-293

Slave.

Servus.

Pierre Dockes (1982), Medieval Slavery and Liberation, Chicago: Chicago University Press, p. 4.

Amal Kumar Chattaopadhyay (1977), Slavery in Bengal Presidency (1772-1843), London: Golden Eagle, p. 1.
See; Paul E. Watson (1983), Transformations in Slavery: a History of Slavery in Africa, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, p. 1; Lionel Caplan (1980), ‘Power and Status in Sought Asian Slavery’,
Asian and African Systems of Slavery, James L. Watson, Berkeley and London: University of California
Press, p. 191.
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1 Chattopadhyay, p. 3-33.
2 ibid, p.1. cites; J. G. Ravenshaw, Collector, Sought Canara to George Garrow, Actg. Sec., Bd. OF Rev., 12
Aug., 1801, pp. 1828, vol. 24, p. 550.
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1 see, Salim Kidwai (1985), “Sultans, Eunuchs and Domestics’, Chains of Servitude, eds. Utsa Patnaik and
Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: Sangam Books.
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Irfan Habib (1969), ‘Potentialities of Capitalism Development in the Economy of Mughal India’, Economic
History, vol. 29, no. 1, p. 57.
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K. S. Lal (1994), Muslim Slave System in Medieval India, New Delhi: South Asia Books, p. 111.
Habib, ibid.
Domestic Slavery.
Indrani Chatterjee (1999), Colouring Subalternity: Slaves, Concubines and Social Orphans in Early Colonial
India’, Subaltern Studies x, eds. Gautam Bhadar, Gyan Prakash and Susie Tharu, Oxford: Oxford University
Press, pp. 50-51.
4 Indrani Chatterjee (1999) Gender, Slavery and Colonial India, Delhi: Oxford University Press, p. 16.
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5 see, Tanika Sarkar (1985), ‘Bondage in the Colonial Context’, Chain of Servitude; Bondage and Slavery in
India, eds. Utsa Patnaik and Manjari Dingwaney, Madras: Sangham Books, pp. 97-101.
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1 Shadab Bano (2005), ‘Marriage and Concubinage in Mughal Imperial Family’, Proceedings - Indian History
Congress, Delhi: Indian History Congress, Vol. 65, p. 10.

2 ibid, p. 16.
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3 ibid, p. 31.
4 Pushpa Suri (1977), Social Condition in 18th Northern India, New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal
Publishers, p. 47.
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2nd ed, p. 104. Cites; Tod, James, Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, ed. by W. Crook.
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C.,Vol. Il, pp. 11-12.
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3 Zenana Tawaifs.
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2 See, Pushpa Prasa(1988-9), ‘Female Slavery in Thirteenth Century Gujarat Documents in the

Lekhapaddhati’, Indian Historical Review, Vol. 15, No. 5L.2, p. 273.
3 Cawbowla.
4 Report cited D.R. Banaji, pp. 52-53.

PIOOVVB0F o 5 lyd ol tie iile d ST lole 5| 5 45 s 09y 05 oy > Lad co Talls O



1wy Wb 3l ygeud 5590 B lol cobTall Slwl jo (Sl (g5l000

cadbaablie) " asllads 59 o3 e 3 S U ool i sbie s ol 31 s

6322 )l s ged) Sl (3,5 A3) Al 5 5 caslils )y (asbingas
sl Hlns sl i ity (et goand) ol daslas iy 3) aslipw (g5 S 5)
13 39 ok ) 5o 5 (a5l a5 ) adiplSS 5 asbans (Ulo cdles)
L 5 ool 30 eiSo iy 6l 6325 ol (B 5 o el sl lnaie) 4 U
"3y Al ge o Sl 4 gams ol 3L 5 e 2 s ) BB Glaaio a5
S oS 2l el gl Sdhalas  Wgie 55 5 53 el (S (3l 61
é’j‘d“‘-’-’b ;aj bl ¢ g5l 1 DMelas Y ¢glo | 6\w\m§sj (i
ROV CERPSE ol 3l gaislly > BN ) S5 Son- C\Q s
oed Ol
Sl
25 3 i ety 2 01 g 93 53580 s Ao ooy S 55 el L
S 3 > s 553 93 3 g Sl dael o B iz slats S i sl
s sy

Les ooz e [BYTe: u‘)—m—“ Sl #iS o PSS L (\r‘)’ oo

Sy k) 5 g Hlams ey A5 SO e b 3 135 6 S se

PR JLA:U S 955 o0 4 (PVONN0R ) wb Mol o il o e |y des iz ol aS s 57 ols
el 03y iy 3] G Kvgy g8 900 00 bl g 5500 | ki i o Logas (el (s o oS
Badauni, Najatur Rashid, p. «cculoais Loy 53505 b Jas P 3l slacle; 0 S oo K315l a5 > ol b
10+ sla lw L5 Sop glp olass 8 Gog,d Jos a5 aiS oo @rowal sy i) 1240; as cited by Ali, p. 140.
D9 €038 159, Culgi o S Jpol 8)by5 1, LS S 2B
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Moosvi (2005), *Domestic Service in Precolonial India; Bondage, Caste and Market’, Processing India
History Council, Delhi; 65th session. p. 572.
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2 NAI, no.2382/18.
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NAI, no, 2382/24.
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