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9. Tt is useful for three purposes: for gymnastic exercise, for encounters, and for the

philosophical sciences. (1) It is evident from the facts themselves that it is useful for
gymnastic exercise; for if we have a methodical procedure of inquiry, we will more easily
be able to undertake the subject proposed to us. (2) It is useful for encounters; for if we
have catalogued the beliefs of the many, we will meet them, not from other people's, but
from their own views, and redirect whatever remarks of theirs appear to us to be incorrect.
(3) It is useful for the philosophical sciences, because if we fully examine the puzzles on
each side (diaporésai), we will more easily see what is true or false. And it is also useful
for (finding) the first principles of each science. For we cannot say anything about them
from the proper first principles of the science in question, since the first principles are prior
to everything else. Hence it is necessary to discuss them through the common beliefs on
each subject. And this is proper to dialectic alone, or to it more than to anything else; for

since it examines, it has a road towards the first principles of all disciplines.
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21. Demonstration, for Aristotle, is not a method for acquiring knowledge but, rather,
something inseparable from science itself: if something has a demonstration, then to

have science of it just is to possess that demonstration (Smith, 2009: 52).
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