r)@/c‘ybow&a
1190 ol /10 5yl /(,ngf.JLd

S0 8398 15 g dlg

\dwl oy

5 e s S b elam! il sl s IS 5T sbaslg A ) iy olg o
Q.)\.:r\qu’\AguiE}abJ}sw))jbﬂ\i\.b@ﬁa\s&\m)):)aaﬁﬁq.c,-.d\m)gm\q-
50y g 53 1 3 5m 50 SN (6 S [ 5b 4 5lg izasls g (2 50l ) (ol
‘\J33;;6&\5)C)\A\AS\;,;Q\;;»)&joh\&o\i&;»J‘_;)}@.o;@ﬁm\q-o\}\ o\l
il g 2ol i iy o g 4y 4SS S S 4Dy e 4 8

5983 e Conmw dnalr S8 5 5 e a3l o 4 Sty | ol ol By olg e o
Lo ssto s oonsa ol )l culin )y amsls Bl 82,00y S&5 05 coles |
Ko s, on) ol a3 S Lol dan Colam g o 4l el s s B e
°'\*°\J‘J@*~uﬁ‘6\5wﬁc~5u~ﬂ§3“’Lﬂ\ﬁwﬁ-‘\%’w“u\}f‘gd)}l"“9‘5\‘
.w\w‘iJ\.:J’JAQ\J‘_;J@ZZ&A}:L;"a-)k';c'\Ax—‘?‘b\é)té\é&J)})\Séb\jb}k.M&‘

a\g\)a\)J:;)Gjﬁ‘dwEJJAJJJg:@@\)f@&\gwawﬁ\g@.\):
©)9d JJ@\JAQJ»\J.AJ@})}\L‘JK&.\LQ\J{ Vg\.&dd}m) gb\jﬁj‘@xgﬂm
w‘M;)‘jij)jé)yéyydumw)@j

3u§“hf‘g$“h'\‘°"‘k’“°\’“‘jw‘)’&\A"‘)‘L”J‘ﬁ‘*‘)i"’wﬁW‘J‘CJE‘J‘*‘“},
- 56 9 ol b Uy ol i 458 p 0 1)) & 2 53108 51 (g pho il ol
o) e 5 s 23 e el o 5 e 5l Calem 5 3585 55 5 dales ol 05 )8
s 4 dag) LS s d‘\’ Slawals J\qq\)\bu&)\i} wjmf\“w Dy S5 Q\j\ 33 g;.e.‘
:\@‘q|ja,)k—.M}ggr—\ab.\a\éjjdﬁR&A)Sw\g&m;;%c,ﬁ&jmf,\lﬁ)q
Sl W S e g plos claddlls d il )8 QWO aile camiidll ple (glalty b b i85
..)Js.)\;.;l\d_,?u"ﬁﬁis&L&?\Jh'.;u.)\x.‘).)‘M@J\@_‘;ﬁbﬁ))}dgé)\,mébw\:

ssitall ple el i b S ho (S ko by 83 by o\g (S S0 319

nozhat.ahmadi@gmail.com sl 31 ol&ails g 09,5 Jhobtwl
AV /sl )b A NYNY s fu b



WA yliano; I 5ylos ooyl Jlw qodof g U colellao Y

The Institution Endowment (Waqf)
in Safavid Era

Nozhat Ahmadi'

Abstract: Religious endowment has served as an institution whose social, cultural, and
religious impact can be felt throughout our society. Especially, when governments did not
considered themselves responsible to provide welfare for their citizens, religious endowment
was able to fill in those voids, and provide amenities were needed for the comfort and
betterment of the society. This custom was even practiced by the ruling class, not as a
fulfillment of their governing obligations, but as charitable gesture for their society.

Moreover, religious endowment had the ability improve the cultural and religious areas of the
society, and with its support, shape the direction of the nation. During the Safavid period by
recognizing Shi’ism as the official religion of the state, the practice of this custom [backed by
the support of the state] grew substantially. As a result of this growth, the increase in
popularity of religious endowment cauldn’t be separated from the increase in popularity of
Shi’ism. This increase provided much comfort for the society and increased the social welfare
and even urban development of that time.

This paper tries to examine the practice of religious endowment during the Safavid period,
and analyze its impact from various religious, cultural, and societal dimensions. In addition to
using some of its era primary sources and documents, several endowment contracts of the
period have been studied and analysed.

The much discussed question of the article is: How the religious endowment could able to leave
its mark on religious, cultural, and societal dimensions of the Safavid period? It is believed that
religious endowment, through establishing various cultural and educational hubs, such as
schools and mosques, expanded and increased the popularity of the Shi’ism. This religious
practice, also left its mark in other facets of the society. By initiating and constructing bridges,
water reservoirs, carvanserais, health centers, public baths, and other institutions for public
works, this practice was responsible for creating many positive changes in the society.

Keywords: Religious Endowment, Safavid Period, Sadar(whohad thehighest religious — legal
rank in Safavid Era), Shi’ism Expansion, Public Works

1 Assistant Professor of History, Al-Zahra(PBUH) University nozhat.ahmadi@gmail.com
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