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Profession, Conexistence, and Local Conjunctures:

Reasons for the Prospering Continuity of Tammami Family
in Shiraz during the Qajar Period

Omid Reza’i!

Abstract: Historians of Qajar Iran have tended to see the term shaykh al-islam referred to in
the sources as a reference to the state appointed office of shaykh al-islam that existed in the
Persianate world since Timurid times. More recently some scholars have suggested that in the
Qajar era the designation no longer referred to an official post and was only a title which certain
families that once held this position had inherited. This study will make use newly discovered
archival sources to trace the usage of the term shaykh al-islam applied to several members of the
Tammami family, an Arab émigré family that migrated to Iran during the Safavid period.

The rise of the Tammami family can be traced to the Afshar period when members were
first appointed to the post of shaykh al-islam of Shiraz. In the Qajar period, in particular
between 1220-1323/1806-1906, leading members of the family were actively involved in the
religious economy of the town. They were responsible for preparing and registering legal
contracts and became administrators (mutawallis) and supervisors (ndzirs) of a number of
important religious endowments (wagfs) in Shiraz and Marvdasht. The increase in the social
prestige of the leading members of the family during this period is also confirmed by
marriage alliances with older more well established families of Shiraz. The advent of the
Constitutional Revolution and subsequent reforms to the judicial system in Iran, however,

weakened the position of the family and ultimately led to a decline in its prosperity.

Keywords: Tammami Family, Shaykh al-islam, Shiraz, Qajar, Waqf

1 The writer is a researcher in history, social sciences and cultural studies based at the Institute of
Contemporary Historical Research (ICHR) in Tehran. This article is a revised version of the author’s masters
thesis entitled The Tammami family and the post of shaykh al-islam of Shiraz during the Qajar period, it has
been piepared under had ministration of Profossor Shahram Yosefi Far, which was defended in Bahman 1390
in the Sciences and research Section of Azad Islamic University, Tehran. rezaiomid@gmail.com
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GLasl cess 53 (o sl )50 L 1sl3] 50l (S0 )

AVY oY zplon e lud ¥

VoA o Vg eplor) ool 05,5 (820 NS 3 ol ol 15 o Slals | 5 dlll S Sl ¥

ol s o Sl gl 51 il 00,51 g po g S ,a3D gty |y Saby ol 38 VYYE Lo 5 (mgeys5 e T
3 a8 o el ondiga s alsag, Sl el g i g 4l o Jeolo il 412l S5 5108 Jlad 5 355 stlee 2
(YA o lap) wilosgy 18 52 \YVE Jlo jo o Jal 5 lgls ao oo I s

R L GT Y RN

Ss 5555 oYgl 5l oVl g 1955 SYgh (3gyme (goaeld Hlon oacld aS ol 28T adg8ge )l jo Colgi plls pgas o F
5 Ul 5l 9SS oYgl 0¥l g Ul 5 1955 SVl 653 aYgl Y5l o 1653 OVl LBl a1 & jgo j0 5 e .x:_.L..m § o any
Lol s (5,3 (Bs,5 Cadgi sl (Sae wgits 8 STl € s s s Tlaolis g laublas Lo (yLizl T oY ol oYl
ol « i1 g ol kol b Jaie ojle se o] 4 0nls 7 yhae (o yd 5 B asll o

@ ol colue (alply ol e io YO+ 2She 5 qyarte YO (Scws lnd cdallyad 1o 5900l (olosd 0 Y
CAYXYD =Y 000 ¢ g ales 1B pl 5l a e e

9 &0 il 5 domes > (sl gy s0ils)0 D jleslsyd 90 (lsrear ], 50 (nl 8 VYYE Lo po (2rse s> s A
XY 0 (ITAS) (g (gromr) Sl 05,5 o iVl 5 Sld 5 S lono

YUY i sd] A



1V liowoy Y (g0 Lo pgmw Jlw ‘ﬂ)‘w/éq)b“«.';fw&a \A1

a3l Joli 3 (galome Ga5maS” (S ame oo oo (6 S0 it 40 1) 48850 )
S St (el @ iy 45540 ) o ¥zt Bl 7 5 o 3 S
h 045 o3l (BUy e

$4Soms 3 Julom ol 5 o o ol o5 s 4y S50 5 Sl sl s ST
s 2 Ll ol 0355 planilie ol G gaile s b s b ol @)
£330 ned M el o 1Bl G231 e lale e i 1 5l ol s s 4o
b wlgo 9 s b s 5ol 55 3VYVE Jl 31 &S e z B s
Ol Ut Ll S 2531 (5N YAY=A Y1) T SOllol 3 ST e 1 e o s
ol s FOVP FSoelacdos 5 laglsa)l b 1) o5 asdss
I Jlo o8 (g oy 332 38 (5435 s 31055 5 a9 sl 5585 s adl
D39l 0 TS5 e B o gl 0

JORCVY CUPCWA NI LI WS X0 S8 S BT YT 7 W V\jg ol
O gb sl 32V YV gams dladl £ Shad 3 @l o axdls oy S g
oS dy o Ay el 0as B 51 A8y gl 2l oS T S 5 il
G el ooy Bl a5 )b ¥y sl 5 b ol o ol ool 558
Ly Shate SO -, 8T Je 1) e b (32N YVY Dl Jleole VY s S i
\F 32 VYWY Jl o658 00 (izen o) Sy (anelel Aedl) Ao o

Gy § Sy a5 sy o f I oy By sbsise o oy 31y 355 g Jlosl e &5 Sl S5 )
a2 558 oed wllie 4 1) Cilye o Joie cilo 5l ali 438 10 (soanliv o o wilgi ge oMb LBL ol
VY o & b olgle o cidy 7By g Sim 8 (VYYY i) (ly0l s 5o¥0)

N0-F4 Las glea (OYAN) SLs, Y

ok Slpl o 5 JBliel (il - BB G50 VYA 5 o Ludg 55 plgd (Juils 5 )l (50,90 5l (so)lys ¥
AYA-A oo el QLS 0105 .8 iie ailudl (gdos 55 00507
Kumi KAWATA (1995): “The local Powers of the Provience of Fars in the Nineteenth Century” , Journal of
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