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Such a man is what we call an original man; he comes to us at first-
hand. A messenger he, sent from the Infinite Unknown with tidings to us.
We may call him Poet, Prophet, God;—in one way or other, we all feel that
the words he utters are as no other man's words. Direct from the Inner Fact
of things;—he lives, and has to live, in daily communion with that. Hearsays
cannot hide it from him; he is blind, homeless, miserable, following
hearsays; it glares in upon him. Really his utterances, are they not a kind of
"revelation;"—what we must call such for want of some other name? It is
from the heart of the world that he comes; he is portion of the primal reality
of things. God has made many revelations: but this man too, has not God
made him, the latest and newest of all? The "inspiration of the Almighty
giveth him understanding:" we must listen before all to him (Carlyle, 1841).
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