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173 Studies on Arabic Language and Literature

Brutal Animal Battles in Pre-Islamic Poems
Khaled Omar Yaseer”

Abstract

This research deals with the battles of brutal animals in the pagan Arabic
poetry, and shows the status of role of animals in human life at the time. It
examines some significant battles in the poems, such as the battles of bulls,
and the battles of zebras, and the battles of male ostriches. This article
considers the views of critics who studied the significance of these battles
and finds that they are of three types: those who see the battles a digression
in the poetic text, those who think the battles are closely related to myths,
and finally those who see the battles are representatives of man's struggle in
life. The researcher also expresses his own opinion about the strengths or
weaknesses of these battles and discusses them in connection to the
psychological state of the poets.

Keywords :Poem, Battle, Indication, Code

"~ Assistant Professor, Tishreen University, Syria.
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