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Diagram 1. Assessing the importance and seriousness of the problems associated with destruction of natural environment of the city of Rasht based on

analyzing citizen’s views. Source: author, 2014, for this paper and based on the information obtained from questionnaires filled out by citizens.
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Table 2. Data associated with environmental suitability analysis factors. Source: author 2014, for this paper and based on the information obtained

from the sources listed in columns 2 and 6 below.
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Fig. 1. Environmental suitability analysis maps based on factors including land-use and rivers. Source: Author 2015, for this paper and based on the

information obtained from Shahid Beheshti University Center for Remote Sensing and GIS, Rasht Regional Water Authority, Guilan Environmental

Protection Agency and Agriculture School of Guilan University.

A5 (il yted g (Sylome Y (g S pe w“e))—wk'“‘uﬁ 49



48 :iThe Scientific Journal of NAZAR research center (Nrc) for Art, Architecture & Urbanism

Vol.12/No.32/Spring 2015/G1S-based Environmental Suitability Analysis for Conservation.../43-56

Cunl 03,35 (gl 0 s g (Jame Ll (sl ) lodes
i G gl ) 5YL el (FIF £ VWAD wud) ol 2-yb)
Sl il ye o AR claging) Elgl iy sl (oo
e Cbli> (dly cualiol 5 o8 dawgio Vb Cunlio )l

33 o s Slelis) ) lis Jluro (elise 1y Akt

Jacuws gadialy Il Ccblis auidi-

Sy B i s Ly anl Sy 3 ) b
sy (e S g oo dolS caud Mo pd 3l Jlodd Caows
B dgds )0 oo oS St aailBdg) (olao)lS™ o J51s
Glp g (IYVF o VAL el gols )b) ansly aops YF
s clnaialy .ol oas 43,3 lai s Cawlio I o390 L]
drwgd ply 50 (S 308 yeomed &S Moy Y gYL Cud b
Bl g (#ye g (IR laging) I 4 WS oo Joe 0
Cblis lp Vb Comlio gLl jlaie o3 g (yoSenl (anl
Cuows 1Y pouas (Knudsen, 2003 4) wgs oo 435,5 las )>
Glp casliol 5 o5 dawsio YU cuwlio gl a5 sloi conly
lbaialy I cblis Jlao slao 5 1) Miud oo clilis
W) o ol jlacad

e

g Ola ol ; 5l cblas auiai-

(shae cblis 4 &8 (i 0 039050 )3 ol j (3 iekee
Sis V5 5 Jglo 5 o) sb Wojl ol )5 s
03550 40 ol ol ol Lo ol o3l ol LA
I b ond cbilis sblie sjs o8 cul cudy g
8 dilaie (S Canj baes cblis lojlo (sou jl g 48,55
1 il claoygS Slanwl )il owl o pMel g gian
2 o cnl oy carge JoB )3 ol g lslw 03g45xe
YU b ptsnsST .l 00l (650 (gladilowny (435 e
1 By il dmi 3 Canl 2lo 505 393 Lo & Siae
A e VBl e 4 G Sladnng (5505
hb (Aly cuwly Ciows 1Y paal sl 483 )8 o5
2l e cbls (dly cusliol g o8 dawgie Y cowlie
3o (5 ol Cilis Jlne (slise

Clelis) j1 cilis aidi-
G J‘}] sl taw yj e OA Gl Cudy (ol youd 5] 0390500
b 29> (slmodgaste .l Sljf sl pdaw 5 SYL 4o YOA
Ly o | e £185)] e sl idyo (2l 2 Bebate i
Syl M il 2lom g S Ll 4y s gL o oMo i

AYAYes K Bl ol g Lisg Ol by o jl cblis gla)lre by 5 (Jaowe Cowlis Jlow slodid .Yy guad

Fig. 2. Environmental suitability analysis maps based on factors including wildlife habitats and elevations. Source: author, 2014.
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Table 3. Environmental policies resulted from GIS-based environmental suitability analysis. Source: Author, 2014.
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GIS-based Environmental Suitability Analysis for Conservation of Valuable
Natural Areas in the Context of Environmental Planning
Case Study: Rasht

Fazilat Tahari*

Abstract
The city of Rasht and its surrounding as a result of the growing trend of physical expansion of the city and urban
sprawl into its surroundings have been encountered with environmental problems associated with degradation of
natural environment including problems such as destruction of farmlands and forestlands around the city, destroying
valuable natural ecosystems such as rivers and wetlands, environmental pollutants emission and municipal solid
wastes accumulation in natural habitats as well as horizontal growth and physical expansion of city into natural
areas which are precious that these problems altogether have led to environmental degradation of this city. Due to
inefficiency of traditional urban planning approaches in dealing with the problems associated with degradation of
natural environment, applying the new approach of environmental planning and necessity of planning for environmental
protection and natural resources conservation has been emphasized by some of the urban planning scholars. One of
the most important action fields of environmental planning is identification of areas that are environmentally unique
or are in critical conditions. Environmental suitability analysis is one of the main techniques used by environmental
planners to identify valuable natural areas and ecologically sensitive areas. Land suitability analysis is the process
of determining the suitability of a tract of land for some specific uses, as well as determining the level of suitability.
Suitability techniques can enable decision-makers in a variety of ways to analyze the interaction between three factors:
location, development measures and environmental elements. Suitability analysis may show land-uses that have the
least detrimental effects on environmental processes, predict environmental impacts of the proposed developments
or find the most suitable and the most unsuitable locations for specific development projects. Government officials
and private sector developers can use suitability maps for formulating policies and decision-making about land uses.
Suitability techniques are necessary to make informed decisions. Environmental suitability analysis can be used to
identify areas that have important resources that must be protected and areas that are not environmentally sensitive
and development will not have serious effects on their values.Land suitability analysis is a complex task due to the
tension between the need to develop residential and industrial areas, and the desire to maintain biodiversity and
heterogeneous landscapes. It is essential that conservation of biodiversity be the aim of efforts of policy-makers,
ecologists and resource managers to maintain and rebuild communities, ecosystems and landscapes. The extent of
the problem of destruction of natural environment is worldwide. However in areas of high ecological sensitivity has
been increased. The case study of this research- the city of Rasht and its surroundings- is located in an ecosystem that
have high ecological sensitivity and faced with problems of destruction of natural environment and horizontal growth
and physical expansion of the city into the valuable natural areas.The main purpose of this paper is to introduce an
approach that integrates multi-criteria decision-making techniques and in particular the weighted linear combination
method with GIS technology to address the issue of environmental suitability analysis for identifying areas which are
naturally valuable and the most suitable areas for environmental conservation. This study in based on the premise that
successful environmental suitability analysis can be used as a basis for decision-making and formulating policies in
‘{)heffrla{mevaéork of environmental planning approach. To achieve the purpose of this paper, the following process will
e followed:
First- Theoretical and Technical foundations related to environmental suitability analysis are reviewed.
Second- The environmental problems associated with degradation of natural environment of the city of Rasht and
its surroundings will be identified, analyzed and discussed by combining the results of two parallel paths: a) Field
observations and applying documentary method of research for determining problems which can be found from analysis
of the planning documents and b) using descriptive method of research, preparing and completing the questionnaires
and analyzing them with the assistance of SPSS software to detect environmental problems in Rasht based on citizens’
views. 119 questionnaires were filled out by citizens about issues querying and surveying environmental problems.
Third- valuable natural areas and the most suitable areas for environmental conservation will be identified by applying
GIS-based environmental suitability analysis and considering environmental criteria for this analysis which could
be considered as a basis for decision-making and formulating effective environmental policies in the context of
substantive and procedural principles of environmental planning approach to guide physical expansion of the city and
prevent increasing and accumulating problems associated with destruction of natural environment of this city.
Achievement/ Value:
The final achievement is to use the advantage of integrating multi-criteria decision-making techniques with GIS
technology to identify valuable natural areas and then developing effective environmental policies in the context of
environmental planning approach to direct physical expansion of Rasht and prevent from increasing and accumulating
problems regarding degradation of natural environment of the city of Rasht and its surrounding. This framework can
be helpful for natural resource management and urban planning in the areas which are ecologically sensitive.
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