#EIFIV 2 ITYD) syl Cuogsas (4o 4 5l 43 Waio g S ghoe Culd e had Jum
digle )l
Toliie W oo (IS 58 ey
2S>

ALy gl 3 Gl 5 ol die Gl e @i slol 4 2eie 33 o35 ()5 (b )3 POl & o gie oy 28] 55
e by sao> Ll s g b (e ke Gy 1 blud 4 b Jgie BMe b o i (ulie COM (B)5 clagypo)
Mol sja S Glow y g Udg pas ) awbe Wwlil aals lels «Solas b 505 Byl 5l .a0g) pMal uids (ola ol
s (il a5 o) Sy ) peitns (ol a9l 0593 crygw )d K> (bl eiren AL Sy Like S Casg it
(Jlio sy Lo 0 Lo Jgie gdlio g Bl dgas dilllate  tionnlj lolidl g Siloled (sbaygile )3 (g 5puiinn yus jobo &y a5 0l
e gt s )lS (epie labus S ligr pel (il 5o Lrwgl CaogS cand (st ) &S b g el 4 polb Sy
ollss alBlie cly oy pogad 4 @Vlo )bj b 3> (pIYYA /GYYA) bl )b 5l s abte 50 g 3l plosl e (slayed )
pliel apmwgl Gloj y3 2l e (L3585 o p ) gy il S InJgho 4 g a8 AT (LS 5 b Sl 58 b puan Jli] po
Iy okt cdunwgl &S oKin iy 395 zol 4 (pVYY+ /YY) € Jlo? 3 <oldy cpld g9 0,b9d 8lys 31 ()b o)l5 S 03l
A Aol ¢y "J el andls 1y onds yo5 (Blye (o)l5 gy b aubeS chazoypuas «Sglan yllabus g dbiwyd (Blye Joswo Jo> slp
by e 1 VYYD /GVYE Jlo )3 ol Spo b &S by dilato (5 1) nJore dtwlss 5 i 13 Sslas (55 qostians p oo
The Year of the Elephant: Mamluk Mongol rivalry in the Hejaz in the Reign of Abu Sa‘id (1317-1335)
Charles Melville
Transleted by: Dr. Kurosh Salehi® / Leyla Azizian®
Abstract
The Mongols' official conversion to Islam at the end of 13" century A.D. led to a revival of profitable
interests between the new rulers of Iran and Iraq in Hejaz, who were the heirs inheriting the eastern lands
of Abbasi Caliphate. The Mongols' interest in dominance on the Middle East accompanies this revival as
their aimed to expand their authority and influence on the Islamic holy cities. On the other hand, the
Mamluk rulers were the supporters of the anonymous Abbasi Caliph in Egypt, and got their position in Hejaz
as a constructive element for legitimizing their reign. The Mongols' profits in Hejaz, for example, was a
special motivation for Amir Choopan, who had prominence at the first decade of Abu Saeed's reign. Being a
religious Muslim, Amir Choopan did a lot of charitable acts in the Islamic holy cities, and was buried in
Madinah after his pilgrimage in 728 Hejri Ghamari/ 1328 A.D. The annual pilgrimage rites did especially
offer a chance to the Egyptians for military intervention and emphasis on their control, while at the same
time it offered the Mongols an opportunity to compete for their influence. It was at Abu Saeed's era that
the permanent dispatch of a pilgrimage caravan from Irag recommenced. This challenge reached its peak in
"the Elephant's year" (730 H. Gh/ 1330 A.D.) when Abu Saeed sent an elephant to carry the Iraqi litter and
the Mamluk ruler, Nasir Muhammad, attempted to take the control of the plundered Caravan. From that

event on, Abu Saeed indirectly admitted to Mamluk's dominance in Hejaz and also to the Mongols' wish in
the region, which ended with his death 736 H. Gh/ 1335 A.D.

Charles Méelville “The Year of the Elephant: Mamluk ;| cul (lass 5 dlio ol
Mongol rivalry in the Hegjaz in the Reign of Abu Sa‘id (1317-1335),” Studia
Iranica, 21/ii, 1992, pp. 197-214
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