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Evaluating the Necessities and Doubts in Codification of Theoretical Basics for
Conservation of the Persian Tile-Workings (The Problem of Structural Studies)
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Abstract

The practice of tile-working restoration in Iran has been usually done in such a manner which
is so different from the acceptable form of historic maintenance in the minds of conservators,
evoking some of them to search for new principles of conserving this type of artifacts.
Attempts of conservators for justifying the current approach is mainly based on the necessity
of extracting the theory of restoration from the technical and structural properties of the
object (tile-working). This paper evaluates the rationality of this thought and its functionality
in providing a theoretical framework for action. Examples of restoration experiences have
been also presented for making the conceptual discussions more tangible. Rethinking of the
fundamental question of the relation between the material structure of the object and the
theory of restoration indicates that the framework for respecting a work of art is built
according to the cultural norms which are above the technical problems, or simply
independent from them. However the structural knowledge of the conservator is also formed
according to epistemological principles which are usually based on the same cultural
paradigms. Therefore, though the structural knowledge of conservators of a certain material
do not play a special role in making the general idea of conservation-restoration theory, it
would be crucial in determining the synthetic judgments about the position of each individual
case in the theoretical framework and selection of the corresponding treatments; it shows the
state of material due to presupposed value criteria (set by international conventions or local
rules) and predicts the impact of each certain treatment on the object. Hence the method of
treating tile-workings has been organized by complicated indigenous ethical systems,
defining of a theoretical framework for it should be done through a value-based approach
which regards not only the international conventions and the material structure of the object
but also its relations with various qualities respecting the architectural and urban properties,

the vernacular technologies, the stakeholders’ beliefs, etc. in different regions of the country.

Keywords: Kashi (Tile), Kashi-Kari (Tileworking), Technology, Value, Theory.
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