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Finding an old inscription in Vank (Surp Amenaprgich) cathedral in Isfahan

Yaser Hamzavi

Faculty of Conservation, Art University of Isfahan, Iran (Email: Yaserhamzavi99 @gmail.com)

Summary

Religious complex of Vank cathedral Is placed on a big square in new Julfa district in
Isfahan (Iran). Building these complex was lasted 9 years. and after completion of building in
1664, under the supervision of - archbishop Davit and fund- raising from Armenian
population, the cathedral was endowed. This cathedral is monument of another cathedral of
Julfa in Armenia and for that it is named Surp Amenaprgich , and it was constructed on ruins
of monastery that was built in 1606. In west near the belfry of this cathedral, is written: this
Surp Amenaprgich cathedral is founded in 1104 Armenian year, 1655 A. D, during the
Episcopate of Ter Pilipos and under the supervision of - archbishop Davit and fund- raising
from Armenian population and it is completed In 1664. this cathedral is a Isfahan‘s
masterpiece of the reign of shah Abbas 2 and it can be categorized among the most beautiful
churches in the Julfa district of Isfahan. the interior is covered as with fine paintings and
gilded carvings. most of these paintings, is painted by Armenian famous painters like Minass,
Hovaness Mrquze and Bogdan Saltanove. Hovaness Mrquze is painted the interior walls of
the Surp Amena prgich cathedral, beautifully. in the book of New Julfa is written that
paintings of this cathedral may be drawn between 1655 to 1664 and also it is signed that John
Fryer, who was coming to Iran in 1677, visited Vank cathedral and assigned that the painting
of walls in interior of church was completed in that time.

During the conservation of that cathedral in 2009, ambiguous sign that was like an
inscription near the Arabesque Pattern was seen. and after consolidation and stabilization of
the layers of mural paintings especially pastiglia and gilding and cleaning of that, the
inscription was seen better to read it.

This inscription is placed on the center of main shames in dome and it is written in 4 lines.
two lines of it, is written with no spacing between the words and third line is written
dispersed among the Arabesque Pattern. And fourth line is written with a long space among
the edge of first circle.

This inscription was done with Pastiglia and gilding techniques. And gilding in this
monument was done with gold leaves and organic aqueous adhesive, may be glue.

Inscription was red like this: first line: servant of Jesus, Hohanes and second line: Sarkis,
the servant of Jesus. Third line is some coding words like the Arabic numerical alphabet after
changing them to Armenian calendar, 1114 or 1116 was achieved (1665 or 1667 A. D). Some
words missed from fourth line and servant and one person’s name is seen but the name could
not read yet.

This inscription, introduce the artists who had done the ornaments and decoration of this
cathedral and the time of doing that. In the most sources the time of completing the building
is stated 1664. But this inscription stated that it was finished after 1665 or 1667. Because this
inscription is not available, during conservation this inscription is read for the first time and
one historical inscription is added to Vank cathedral inscriptions.

Kay words: Vank Cathedral, Surp Amenaprgich, Finding an old Inscription, Pastiglia,
Gilding
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Gwubn Jwdquith
TMundwlwl Ynpnnlbbpp Gnpngnipbwl nt JEpwlwbgGdwh
dwulwapwinnipbwl ghinniphiGbbnh pElLGwont
Uwwhwih gbnwniGunp wEnwlwl hwdwyuwpwb

Udthnthnd

Muwwundwlwh pipwpwbship Ynpnnh nwunwdbGwuphpnipbwl hwdwn
wnwelbwhb Gpynt uygpnibpbbn GO hwdwnind Ynpnnp Jurnignnh B
Juwrnigiwl prwlwbh dwuhl nbnblwgiwéniphbp: Wu Gwiubwlwl
mbnGYniphtGbEpp Jwunjwwtu wiblh wOhpwdbn GO nwnbnud GBpt
npwip JEpwptpuinud G0 Bquih no jwwndy GowOwlniphh nubbgnn
JwnnjgQEnphG: UwwhwGh U. UdGGwihplysbwh Juwbpp
Gwpunwnpwwbnwlywt  pp qupnupwipbbpnd  UEDELEWGE  2powGh
Junbinpwagn)G 2hbGnphlbbBphg £ Ppwlned: Uyju Yunnygp wnwehlbBphg
£, npp wwpnilwynwd b OGS Swiwpnd hiqwibpy  wBuGhywyny
npaGwbywnsniphtl wywwnybpGtp, wnwehbhbphg E, npnbn wpbLdnbwh
gbEnwpLBunb nu hupwdwywh 2newbh Ppwbh gbnwnLBuwnp Ynnp-Ynnph
GG qnpéwnpul nu GwbL wnwehllbbphg £ npunbn 066 pwlwlynipbwdp
Uhpwrik, GO  wwuwmpghw  wpitbunp  (pastiglia) nu nuljbgoéd
qupnwnuwbpbbnh wbfubhywbBpp: ChUnipbwl glpGph wnwuwmwnh
qunpnuwnwebph niunwibwuphpnipbwl hwdwp winpn? dGwgwé Yknbnhg
utyp npwbg gnpéwnpnipbwb prwlwll nu wplbunwagbn hEnhGwybBph
hGplniphtGh En: U. UdGGwihpyhg dwbph BYEnGgnt qipbph wnwuwwnh
nuytgod qupnwnwebph Gnpngnipbwl  dwdwlwl, hwibptG  dh
npdbwahn wpdwlwgpnipbwl juwynlwpbpnuing wyu wbnpn2nighibp
wwnpqwpwilbg G wju jontwénid GGGp wnwehl whgwdp (hGEnd Yp
GEnyuwjwgbblp glpbph wnwuwnwnh qupnwnwebnh hEnhGwlyGEph nu
pLuwlwbh dwuh:

Fwlwh pwnbp- U. UdGGwthpyhs dwhp, npdGwghp wnpdwbwgnnipbwl
jwjinGwanpéniphtl, wwuinhgrhw wpibuinh (pastiglia), nultqoé:
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"Allah forbids you not, with regard to those who fight you not for (your) Faith nor drive you out of
your homes, from dealing kindly and justly with them: for Allah loveth those who are just."
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