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Technical and Formal Typology of Marble Artifacts from Significant Prehistoric
(Bronze Age) Sites in Southeast Iran

Mohamadi Safidkhani, R.
Dpt of Conservation of Historic-Cultural Properties and Archaeometry, Tabriz Islamic Art University
(Correspond::Ramin.mohamadi @rocketmail.com)

Abstract

Investigation of commercial and craft influence and relationships based on technologies used
in crafting of stone vases from Bronze Age sites in southeast Iran has been, to the present
date, of slightest interest to the researchers and the provided data have been introduced in
either settlement or areal scales. Therefore the present paper provides an introduction, in a
typological manner and from the perspective of form and technique, based on the evidences
existing on the given artifacts in a regional scale; to the crafting of marble artifacts. The
research plan aims, based on the previously published scientific reports and laboratorial and
field observations, at investigating the most outstanding and conventional drilling techniques,
the crafting issues which the following sites share in common and the crafting varieties-all
based on evidences observable on the marble artifacts, compared to the chlorite ones-in the
most significant Bronze Age sites in southeast Iran such as Jiroft, Damin, Xiirab, Bampur,
Shahr-i Suxte, Shahdad, Tepe Yahya and Tall-i Eblis. Consequently the most conventional
techniques for crafting bases, formal similarities and four types of excavation techniques are
introduced and investigated. The investigation and comparison results of the aforementioned
data could be generalized to other sites located in southeast Iran and, as a whole, to the entire
Iranian Plateau, and might be practically helpful in the subsequent studies in regard with
investigating the ancient technologies and the origin of technologies used in crafting stone
artifacts.

Keywords: Bronze Age, southeast Iranian Plateau, Marble, Stone Artifacts Technology.
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