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Harun farocki

Born Czechoslovakia, 1944

He Born in German-annexed Czechoslovakia in 1944 to an Indian father and German mother, Farocki was born as Harun El Usman Faroghi in Neu-
titschein, Sudetenland. His father, Abdul Qudus Faroqui, had immigrated to Germany from India in the \4Y. s, his German mother had been evacuated
from Berlin due to the Allied bombing of Germany. He simplified the spelling of his surname as a young man. After World War II Farocki grew up in
India and Indonesia before resettling in West Germany.

Farocki studied at the Academy of Film and Television in Berlin. He was kicked out of the school in 1968, along with filmmaker Hartmut Bitomsky
and four others, due to a forced occupation in which the school was temporarily renamed the Dziga Vertov Academy. It was during this period that he
produced his earliest politically driven films, inspired by the growing turmoil of May 68, including “Inextinguishable Fire” (1969), which dealt with the
effects of napalm in Vietnam.

Farocki, who was deeply influenced by Bertolt Brecht and Jean-Luc Godard, studied at the German Film and Television Academy in West Berlin. He
began making films-from the very beginning, they were non-narrative essays on the politics of imagery-in the mid-1960s.

From 1993 to 1999, Farocki taught at the University of California, Berkeley. He later was a professor at the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna.

Legendary experimental filmmaker Harun Farocki, whose films and installations critiqued institutions of power and explored complicated relation-
ships with the image, passed away in 2014 at the age of 70. The German magazine Monopol confirmed the news.
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Nam June Paik
Born in Seoul, 1932

His father owned a major textile manufacturing firm. As he was growing up, he was trained as a classical
pianist. In 1950, Paik and his family had to flee from their home in Korea, during the Korean War. His
family first fled to Hong Kong;, but later moved toJapan. Six years later he graduated from the University
of Tokyowhere he wrote a thesis on the composer Arnold Schoenberg, Paik then moved to Germanyto
study music history with composer Thrasybulos Georgiades at Munich University.

Nam June Paik was a Korean video artist who was considered the father of video art. His art focuses a lot on

technology and that technology is the future. He died on January 29 2006.
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