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Morier, James. 1812. A Journey through Persia, Armenia, and Asia Minor, to Constantinople,in the Years
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Harford Jones, Bart K.C. to the Court of the King of Persia. London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme and
Brown; Morier, James. 1818. A Second Journey through Persia, Armenia, and Asia Minor, to
Constantinople, between the Years 1810 and 1816: With a Journal of the Voyage by the Brazils and
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And when | saw the riches displayed in the shops, the magnificence of dress
of almost every inhabitant, and the constant succession of great lords and
agas, riding about on the finest and most richly caparisoned horses, | could
not help exclaiming, in a secret whisper to myself, “Where is Constantinople
and her splendours, and where is Persia and her poverty?” (391)
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Still I might have followed my own profession, and have taken a shop; but |
could not bear the thoughts of settling, particularly in so remote a town like
Meshed. (47)
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I made use of my stick so freely upon the heads and backs of the crowd, that
my brother executioners quite stared, and wondered what demon they had
got amongst them. (16)
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In short, | may be called a living Koran. None pray more regularly than I. No

one goes to the bath more scrupulously, nor abstains more rigidly from
everything that is counted unclean. You will find neither silk in my dress, nor
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gold on my fingers. My ablutions are esteemed the most complete of any
man’s in the capital, and the mode of my abstersion the most in use. | neither
smoke nor drink wine before men; neither do | play at chess, at gengifeh
(cards), or any game which, as the law ordains, abstracts the mind from holy
meditation. | am steemed the model of fasters; and during the Ramazan give
no quarter to the many hungry fellows who come to me under various
pretexts, to beg a remission of the strictness of the law. “No”, do | say to
them, “die rather than eat, or drink, or smoke. Do like me, who, rather than
abate one title of the sacred ordinance, would manage to exist from Jumah to
Jumah (Friday) without polluting my lips with unlawful food. (321)
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